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In- presenting theii' Fourth Ai-nual Rc^jort, tlio Executivo Coin- 
mittco of the Maine Anti-Slavery Socioly, nro cheered by the progress 
which the cau-so has made, during the year past, and by 'n» bright^ea- 
ing jMOspccta for the future, 

TUK AWVOCATK OF FrKKDOM. 

In then' eiTorts to promote tha interests committed to their fcarc, the 
attention of jhc Committoo was first directed to the establishment of 
a paper, ,a s the njcans of diffusing A nti-Slaverjr inteliigcncoj, and as Uio 
official organ of the Society, The importance* of such u paper hadboefJ 
long felt, and nrrangcments were raado, the preceding year, for its 
establishment. The unprecedented commercini Gmbarrasftmonts, yn~ 
der which the community vvas suffering, arrested the design. As tho 
State was still under the paralysis occasioned by these cmbarrassmenia, 
tho Conu.nitfeo were reduced to the necessity, either of postponing 
the desired object for another year, or of establishing a paper of 
moderate «ize, and nt a very lioaited expense. They chose the latter 
allernatire; and accordingly issued tho Advocate of Freedonij a 
semi-monthly paper, conducted by themselves, at th^J moderate price 
of fifty cent.s per annum. Trivial as this sum may appear, the Com- 
mittee have indubitable eridence, that at the time the pr ;jer xmr. 
started, it was quite nsi difficult tor most subscribers to pay, as, in 
ordinary times, the sum required for the ecpport of an Anti-Slavery 
periodicRl of the largest class. 

The success of this effort, greatly exceeded their most saoguine 
expeclatiouB. The only «'-;sncy employed in obtaining subscribers, 
was the spontaneous cff Ji of friends in various parts of the State, 
The paper notwithstanding, commenced its ninth number with more 
than 1200 subscribers. The list has since increased to 1500, and 
would doubileps have been much more enlarged, had iho pfsper hem 
conatd©r«d as established on a permanent basis. The circulation for 
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tho year hna tiveragetl about 1600 copies. 'ThoHgli InboriiJg under 
oerious cmbnrrnssmciit from tho want of an Edttorj whoso umo could 
bo exclusively devoted to it, (he jmper has ncvertheiic.":r-i, it is believed, 
hoon of Cfcsontiid ndvaiuago to the Anti-Slavery cnuso in the State. 
It has plnccd beyond question tho fnct that an Anti-Sltivery paper in 
the State, i" vitfdly and essentially necessary to the rapid diffusion of 
our principles) while, at tiio eame time, it has furnisliied conclusivo 
ovidonco that such »J. paper, if properly conducted, will bo well sus- 
tained. 

The size of tho paper is mnnifcGtly inadequate to tho purposes 
required, and it must of riccessiiy be cnlarf^ed. The only question 
ia regard io it, which would now scorn to admit of discussiohj iajtbe 
extent to wl^ich tins shall bo done. 

^he only agtfetit in tihe iiietd, at tho coinmoticeinont of the year, was 
iho Rev.. David Thurston, in tho employ of the parent society. Mr. 
Tixurston continuod his labertt for about seven months, when, yield- 
ing to tho earnest sdIicitaf;?ons of the people, with ivhoai for a long^ 
^eti»d &6 hsid been settled in the ministry, ho relinquished his 
agesscy, and ir^sturtied to the discharge among them of the more im- 
jfnediate d{;rtie8 of the pastdrol office. Though in a mora private 
«ap&ci<y, l^be causo iivnii cowtinueto receiTO the benefit of hig councils 
md 4as active suj^Pt, To his influence and effortB it is largely 
indebted for its present state of advancement in Maine. Among the 
^nit, i» its Y'OTy irffancy, to lift-up his voice for the oppressed, he has 
fe6eaithT©irg4i evilTeport aa well as good report, its firm, persevering, 
itmftmdiflig edmate. Few, it is 1>elieved, have made greater sacri- 
fices, wfaesher ©f eaf?© or personal comfort or reputatioii for its pro- 
tftotioa. 'i^ie bleiiSiDg of those that; {U?o ready to perish rest upon. 

The very ttcceptable services of Mr. I. Codding at the last Aanual 
•Meeting, md in several idaceS which he visited inomediately tifter, 
created a strong 'desirrt that his lasers shoaW Le coiaiiiued in the 
State* The Comrmtree were happy in being &b!o to make sn 
arrangeraent with Mr. Codding, by which io became our State 
agent for the year. Mr. Codding commenced his labors in the 
anoEth'of July lost* Since that period, he has given full courses of 
Memnmmght ioctares, in seyerai of ourmoro important towns, has 
afi^dedat the organizatioa and other public meetings of the County 
6»52iet£sa -formed =?Hthlfi tho yea?, has given numerous aiogle lectures, 
Bod devoted DO jnoonsideralile portion of time and efibri to tho estab- 
feiroi^jtxrf tire '|)!an !jf Quarterly subscriptions. The Committee 
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cntei tnln a hi.(!t eeiisc offlio value of tlio sorviccii rcmicrcc! by Mr. 
CofMinj^. Andj in common with all who Imvc liail tlio privilege of 
Jistcninrf to hifj Ivc'ul exposition of >.'ic groat principles for which vrc 
nrccoiitoiiiling — to his Goait-stirring appeals in behalf of the f)j)«" 
prcpscd, ihvy bolicve rho coiuiiiuaiicc of his soi'vicea ii) the Stfltc, is 
of tho highcsf. impoi t»''nce to the rapid progi ess of the cauec. 

Jh addition to Mr. Codding, the Committeu have cniploycd foi' tho 
last three months, Mr. 0. L. Reniond, who had for ji ishort tiino 
jirevious been kcturing .in the State, in tho service of the parent 
society. Mn Remond has labored with good success. Many, i(. is 
Jjelievcd, havo boon induced te attend his lectures, who otherwi«o 
would not have been brought n ithin th\y reach of iho truth, from the 
manifest propdcty^ generally felt and ackno\vlcd/j<^;d, tbut the coJored 
mam should hitnself plead the cause of his suffering people. 

Ill this connection, the Coniniitleo grntefullj'^ record the retf 
Valuable service rendered to the cause, by several of our most 
respected clergymen, who have felt it to bo a par<' of their ministerial , 
duty, as woU as an inestimnble privilege, to labor. in their immediate 
vicinity, opportunities have occurred, for the euiTering. nod the 
dumb. It ia earneslly hoped thf>t these worthy examples wiir bo 
extensively followed; especially, as it is upon this species of labor, 
that we must niainly depend, not only to advance, but fileo to sustain 
■the present interest felt for the slave. 

. \ New SociETiBs. 

The Committee have not tho me.ius of stating the number of new 
Societies, formed within the year. Less attention has beeft paid to 
this object, than, at an earlier |jeriod of the cause, was d«emcd to; be 
i^ecessary. Large acpessioios to our numbers have however, it is well 
known, been made. 

In accordance with the resolution passed at the last Anaual fleet- 
ing, County Societies Jiave been organized, for trie Coundes of Soffi- 
wset, Piscataquisi Franklin, Kennebecj Lincoln, md Ycrk* Tho 
Conventions for organiEiHS; tbose Snni<»..!*»Ri 'W'-r^^ in £cnc:*a!j cf » 
deeply interesdng character, and ctninerttly adapted to give a u&W 
impulse to the caJse in the Counties, in which tfaey were held. Ar- 
raogements arc in progress, for the establishment of similar Societiea 
in other Counties in the State. The impprtnnce of these Associations 
cattnot be too deeply felt. They f«rniah the occasion of makiog the 
lociai Societies within their limits more intimately acquainted, of 
etrengthenirig the bonds of fraternal feel jug, of rekindling the sscal of 
the friend?, of elfecting more unity of:cff8rt, w:hilo they serve to bring 
into requisition much talent in behalf of the oppressed, which would 
jotherwide be comparatively lost to tlie ctluse.. 
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From iho Ucpoit of the Treasurer, ii appeara thnl di« fltitn of 
$■2-218,10 'ifjs bccii rccoivwl l>y confributio»fi, since the Isisr, Annivor- 
Biivy. U to this wc add tho amount paid for tho A^lvccaJo of Free- 
dom and! other similar periodicals*, llie whole amount raised .fSuring 
tho year, r-rtl bo found to exceed it^SOOO^OO Shorld ilic business of 
tho coniinuiu>.7, as is now confidontlj'-^expccted, return to its ordinory 
state of activity and bo attended with the usual degree of success, twico 
tills sum may Jundoubtodly b6 r«5scd, with more facility, tho csJBuing 
year. 

Of the $2218,10, directly contributed, $1110,36 have been paid 
over to Uk2 Treasur<?r of the Parent Society. 'The balance has beeu 
fcxpendcd under tho direction of the Cotnmitte^. Fully reccgnixing 
our high obligations to t!io Parent Society, we earnestly rec^lnmend 
tino most strenuous cfTofts to contribute liberally to its fotidc, as well 
as to suKtain our own operat5on« in .tho State, 

: Petition^. 

■On the subject of petitioning, the friends of the slave in Maine 
.have hitherto fidlcn ohort of the measure of daly. ?JntiI within* ffao 
present year, comparatively few petitiona have been forwarded to 
Congress or our State Logislatnre. Tho imp vrtanco of this ingt^-u- 
mentality ia now beginning to be duly felt, and the number of peti- 
tions has in consequence .{leen much increased. 

Atihe lasl sc«;3ion of our Stata Legislature, petilsons wore gent sa, 
jreqaesting aetk)B on the Suibject of Slavery in the District. Tho 
petitions were referred W a joint select Cortimitte«, *)efore whom the 
petiticners had reptated faeariuga. On this occfiston valuable sfcrvico 
was Tendered , by Mr. Codding, afterwards our State agent, who 
addressed the Committee with much power and effect Tiie Com- 
Biiitt*e jreportei.'. favorably upon tlie prayer of the petitioners, and 
accompanied their report with the foHowing resolution. 

RmlJ^A '-fee C'^'igrcf?;: of the United States has the rightf 
junder tho FederaTConsiitution,' to abolish slavery in the District of 
Columbia; and it is considereti that the exercise of this right would 
not be hiconsisteut with ths good faith andlastmg honor of our 
country. 

Through 'be indefatigable exertions of Gen. Applcton, chairman of 
the Committee, the House at length agreed Jo consider the resolution. 
;Aud> notwilhstaading many of the nierabeis were manifestly indis- 
pose4to any action npon ii, it was itiaaUy carried by ariJie of 69 to 

.'A^he Frsjapibje lo eh® c«»oiutioa which w&s also adopted by th© 
mme vele, affirms that "the continuance of staTet'y within tfew sKtmi 
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inc'ofiiU'o and choker, fjcat of the Noiional Government ja iacohHhtctn 
with a di{0 regard to tho enlightened judgment of mankind, and with 
nil juEil. pi'otcsisioiia" on our part to the character ot n freo people; and 
is !^drtp',cd to bring into fotifcmpt republican liberty,' and render iw 
jnflucsice powerlesa throughout the world." It also nfllrms tho im-' 
portantfocl, that the history of the period within which tho ceBsion 
of the District wtis niado, furnishes nuuieroua facts, all goiug to sliow 
the cxpccU tkn of the American people, that Congress would exert 
itt3 poAyors, upon nil proper occasions, to prevent the extension of 
slavery, and to remove it from those places ovor which it might 
have undiaputed jurisdiction. 

This important preamble and resolution, we regret to state, was 
laid upon the iable, in the upper branch of the JLcgislaturo, by 
nearly a party vote. 

Numerous petitious are now flowiog in, prjiyinjj the Legislature to 
pass resolutions, affirming the right of Congress to abolish slavery 
and the slave trade in the District and in Florida, and to prohibit the 
slave trade between the States, also againct the anoexation of Texa3 
or the admission of any new slave State into the Union. And pray- 
ing also the liCgisIature to instruct the Senators and to request our 
ilepresentatives in Congress, tp use their utmost influenro for the 
promotion of these several objects. It is hoped that these petitioos 
v?ill receive the favorable consideration of the liegislaturo. The 
action .sought for, is of the utmost importance to the cause of the 
slave, and no effort should be spared for its attainment. The peti- 
tions Qfiudividuals to Congress may, for an indefinite period, remain 
unanswered, But let the Legislatures of the free States, speak out 
with united voice and in decided terms,, upon these great; national 
questions, and the ear now, so dull of hearing will be opened, and 
the desired action on the part of Congress cannot long be deferreii.' - 

The evils of slavery in a political and economical point of view, 
enormous 83 they are, are utterly insignificant, when compared with 
those of a moral and religious nature. The Committee oannot there- 
fore but regard with deep interest the movement* of the different reli** 
gtous bodies in relation to the cause of the slave. 

It cannot for a moment be doubted^ <hac it is in the power of th9 
Southern Church, understanding by this expression f ho great body 
of professed christian^ at the South, to hxin^ about the speedy 
termination of slavery. We speak not in exaggerated terms when 
we say, that the SautJiern Cliurch holds in her hands the keys ,of ih© 
great prison bpuso of Anjerican bond&ge. She inay, wheti «h« 
plsages, open the doorSj break the chains of tke captitef}. brinj^; them 
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out to the gloriouji light of day, and restore them to the sweets jof 
liberty an4 to all the immunities and pt i vileges of the free. 

The aolUary iadividual, who may, at ihe South, beUl- hig testimony 
against its giant iniquity, may b?i laughed down as a poor deluded 
fas3atic, RS a miserable s|)eciraeh of mo6n-»trisck humaBityj or he 
may be subjected to she inflictions of the code Lynch j or, in accordance 
with Senator Preston's msirderous threat, be huiig upon the gallows. 
But thia cannot be done with the whole charch. Let the great mass 
of professed Christiana nt the South, of any one of the leading 
denomihatlonsj awake to the disefaarjge of duty5 let* those yiho 
minister at the altar cry aloud and spare not; let theiti lift up their 
voice as a trumpet to warn the people of their great traQisgreission; 
let the private member? of the chu)p6hes respofad to the cry, arid pas'- 
tors and private members enforce their teachings by a consistent 
ojtample-wand the death blow to slav^^y is striicki !n thi» view of 
, the subject, the acuial position of the tsputherH chui^h itt reference to 
the enslaved, becomes a matter of deep and solemn interest/ And 
how ftaournful the speetade here presented 1 ^he great bodr of the 
chuireh polluted wijh the V*i'y sin it ought to reprpye I The southern 
cboreh liaggihg doiicly, and more clojsely' still, to her bosom, the 
putrid carcass that, by he? ovvn eotife£;sion^ ia sickehmg lJand destroy- 
ing her !-^She that shoald be a light jto others, hehwlf the souitoe 6f 
daiicneasN^e that {should be the teacheSr of others, herself the blind 
loader of the Wind she that should be sl fouiitain of purity &n4 ItfOi 
the noidous cotomuaicftto^ of moral piiBtilettc6 and <Jeirtht 

Ad R gefter^ faet, southern ehut«h members kte holders of slaves, 
y^iiaj from their own bSrethreh in Christ, they withhold the lamp 
of life, deny theni mamage as a liegat right, costsign them bveif to 
co^ufaiftage or indiscriminate prostitution, ^ell for gaih the titiage of 
their Lord, and make merchandize of the purchase 6f his blood. 
S&fa the Kev. James Smylie of Mississippi, himself a Reverend de- 
fender of slavery, **If the tuying, celling or holding « slave for the 
sake oi^gain is a heinons sin and scandal, theti tetily, three fourths of 
«kU the £pi8<;opartahs, Iliiethodiste, Baptists, and Presbyterians in 
eleven Staties of the UnWn are of the devil They hold, if they do noiT 
l)uy iand sell slaves." 

Southern el^istians and chHstian ministerd^ stiand in the frorit ratik 
of the apdlojgists of slavery, side by 6ide, with the Calhotine, the 
Harpers, the McDuffiesof iba South. They trome out in imblic, 
with the Bible in their hands for its defetiee. The;^ torttif^ thb 
writings of prophets and apostles in its support. And blasphemously 
charge the sanctioning this mystery of iulq'uity, thid ttionsti^ous sys- 
tem of outrage and wrong, ' pon Him trhose express <iomthand is, 'fto 
lodsb tlte bands of'wick<:dnes9, to undo the hdavy burdens, to let the 



oppressed go free, and to break avQvy yoke.*' Openly ami uiiblnsh- 
inglyj is the doctrine now taught by Southern chriBtkna, in acsior- 
dance it is feared with the gefleral sentiineut of the ehurches, that 
there is !io itiorijil evil in slavery j-— no moral evil in a systejii Which 
darkens intellect, destroys responsibility, ejffacea the inssge of God 
from tho soul, and pollutes ail that are connected with it ! Thus, so 
far from exerting an influence for the destruction of slavery , tTie 
Soutbetn church has become ltd main pillar and, support. ' 

The truth of these ti! legations may be established by the most in- 
dubitable testiraonj^ We omit tho sickening details however, with a 
few exceptions by Way of iUustratibn. 

The Rev. J. C. Postell in an address to the citizens of Orangeburg 
S. C. draws the following conclusions, ,vi!E: 

"From what has been premised, the foUowW" conclusions, iresuit: 
1. That slavery is a judicial, visitation. 2. That U.isnpl 0 moral 
evil. 3. That it h siwported by the Bible. 4. It has cKisted in^all ages. 
It is not a mofai evil. The iact that slavery it, of Divinb ap*oip{t- 
MEMT,. would be proof enough with the Christian that it cannot be a! 
moral evil. So far from bemg a moral evilyit}a & merciful ^isUtsiion, 
it is the Lord's doings ar^ : , , ; ; : v; 

The Charltaston Umon Presbyieryi ; 1 • 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Presbytery, thi^ kdldiiag of 
slavesj so far from being a sin in the sight of God, is no where eon- 
demneti in his Hol^ Word — that it is in i^eco^datice wUh th<^[^xam]pla 
or cbnsiistfint with the precepts of patriarchs^ pI^ophe^ tmd,apQstles. : 

The Harmony Presbytery of South Carolina j jpassed uatiimously 
the fcllo wing amopg other resolutions t ' : 

, , JResofpecf, That as the relative duties 6^" toaster iand felave ars 
taught in the Scriptures, in the pamd ihanner as iho^ of parent and 
cbildj and husband uod wife, the ejustence of elaveJy itself is not 
opposed to. the will of ijrod; and 'whosoovBr feas.a, conscience too 
tender to fecogiiiiie the irelatibti as lawful, is ^righteous oVer iauch,' 
is *vvisi3i above what is writteiii' aiid hia6 Submitted his jieek to tho 
yoke of man> sacrificed his christian liberty of consciishce, and leaves 
the infallible word of God for the fancies and doctrines of men. 

The Georgia Annual Conference, uaanimoUsly adopted the follew- 
iog preamble and rssolutioui viz: , 

Whereas there is a clause in the discipline of our church which 
states, that we ai'e as much as eter convinced of the great evil of 
aitnjin/'^and vrhereasthe Said clause has been perverted by fidftie, 
and used in such a manneri OS to produce the imjpressidn that the 
Methodist Episcopal church believed slavery to be a tnoral evilj 

Therefore, BesoZwrf, that it is the sense of the Geoi^a Annual 
Conference that slavety, a« it exists in the Uuited States, » »0T a 

MOKitfiVIL. 

■ 2 . 
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The Synod of Virginia, 

J2cs6?»teffj uuaifimously, Tliat \ve consider tlm dpgrna fiercely pvo- 
KiiilgattJd by said associationa (A. S.)-— ihat Blavery as it actually 
eJMSts.ia our siav'e-holdinff States, is mcessanly^ sinfulf and ought io 
^imsg^citel^ahli$hi:di am tha concJusions which naturally follow 
frj[)n9 £hat dpgraa,- as directly and pj^Ipablv connary to the plainest 
pnhci)^ies of con^inon aeasean^^ commoa humanity, undto ihe, cfmr- 
aidhdntif hf i!k ivord qf Goa^ 

'i'h«j Sbutham i)^^ the Cfeqeraf Assembly of IQS&y in 

prLvato imetin;g,.pas^ 

. ^uiolvidj: Yl^at if the Assembly shall undertake to exercise au- 
thoirit)r oa th6 subject of slavery, so. as to make it an immQfality, ©r 
shall m any way declare that CAmhans an criminal in holding slaves, 
that a declaration ?h^l be preEseiifed by the Southern Delegation, 
decuaihg their jurisdiction, in the case,, and our determination libt to 
submit to siKjb decision^ 

-mAa tfei S^tiTdh baptist Association, which met 84 Gourdvine, Va.y in 
^eJpteruMr laAi, the fplldwing qn6ry, says the Religious Herald", was 
^i-e^ehv^^ from Hedgipaan Kiver Church, viz:- . v 

■ V^Is a sferiraiit whose husband or wife has bsietf sold by his oY her 
ma|Ster into a dLabint coontry, to be pertnittiad' to matty again." 

" The qjiery was referred to- a' Comtaitteia, wh>9'r;iHdiB the follo\7i»g. 
s;apoft;lrlHch after disbuBsion was ad'opt<»^^^^ , 

>«Tbaf id vieW of the circumstances in which servaiits iii this coun- 
tty ly^ pIkQ«4j the Coihauttee are unanimous in the opinion, that it is 
b«ft^ to jieVMt isei'franta thus circumstanced to take another hUs- 
^^wmje^^^* 

Hergj itraccordanice witH'thiB general' practice) at the South, a^3 
fWP'direct idplationa of the cMitoands of God, publicly sanctioned 
%! proOssmllmisHsters and disciples cf Christ. 
? fat.; l^e foA»bI«> sepai'ation of hu^iatnii and wife against the divine 
jifphMtion, "w^t God hath joined, fci ^ 

; ^ l^iii^ {ibramissioa thur separated,* in the 

yic^ation > of Jthe prebept " WhosoeTer putteih away his- wife and- 
marrietjii fiabtis3£ comfmti»th< adulteiy, and whosoever' marrioth' 
that ii^pai: avray committeth adultery." 

JS'sihMlar'&dision was made,, upoi^ the the Savan- 

naii Baptis^ Association of ministersj'- arid this horrid abomination, 
"^^'^rf 'Sl^ii^inded^ S agiaiast God and man, this fatal stab at the 
iiafl9)*ity of the inarri^e institatioa, the peace and purity of farntli^, 
at?4 the very eaetence of the social state, was defended upon" the 
following irapioai grounds:. 1st. That "the separation in such cases 
i» €tKt% &»epm«tiOTi br ifeoJ^i.'' Th© Association, in their recoriled 
ttpiftiain,declatMJg thdt 'The slaves are not free agents^*!! 2d. That to 
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forbid mavriatje in such cases would expose t.ht skves "lo slmig 
iemptations aiid stron^tr hardship's," as well as reader ^hem liabj^. '*tp 
Cmorch censure foe acting in ohedience fo ikeir ?jics£ers,*' yiiho, the 
better to keep up the supply for the nefarious traffic ia the bo'diea 
and souls of men, on the stock on their plantMiona,j3ftig|ifc^e,quim 
to litarry again-rthe precepts of Ghriat, jtijQ eeijtr^ijf iiQtyrittfc' 
standing:. 

If salvation is ts) flow out of Zion, if the Ghueeh is in4eei thcs &j>- 
pointed medium through which light and life sire to be aniyeraialjy 
dissejjjiiiated, if aia?id^t Abounding iniquity reforni is to commence i^ 
the church, and through the penitence, prayers^ expostulations fto4 
efforts of its raenibWs, is to spread through the. masgj of Bocietya-jw 
And if tliie Southerp branch of the church is act givetei oyer ta:|udicial 
blindness ^nd hardness of hearty if her candlestick is not 1,0 be ire,- 
moyed pyt its place, and IcHAson written upon her glorjry-^^ 
a work is to be perfp^med within her, and how should ethe be ^tr^ ig^f 
ened until it b'/accpniplished] , 

If the suffer mg bondman is to wait in liis c^i^qa t^piii the ,€rliurt!^ 
Come to his relief; if his tears are to be uisnoticed, his ^rpianings 
unheard, his w6e» ^nalleviked, his wrongs unredressed, u^^ the 
Ghuirch undertakes his cause,~then hW ^tre Wfi boun^ with all th^ 
pity of biimanity in .^jir hsarts, to spa*:?) nd effort . tb a?qus^ 
sleeping, sinning felloy^ c^iristians of the ^ouih, to a gen^ 9f t^^^ 
solemc respousibilities to the eiiplavedj Attii t9 the imnaiidjai^ dis- 
charge of imperative duty, r . : , 

On the question of slavery we have the Nojth a $pflpc<? 
influence, which yye cannot fail to employ -ssrithput partici^tsflg 
the sin of tHe; South, and if sihe ^perish,, without jparta^^^^ ^ 
piagues. The relation . existing between Northwff a^'^Q^^ 
christians as njcmberjs pf.the body, of Christ, renders the qucptipij <jf 
duty plain. *«Thou shalt in any wise rebuke Uiy neighbor ^nd not 
sUlE^rsin upon hiin," is thie command of the Great Je^yah,--riftnd if 
the iN^prthern churchy discharge this duty to the charoh|?s ^ 

the {Souths they in fact edaniye at their ihiquily co^s^M uiata^t^ 
guilt. This would be nniversally admitted, if tijje Soj(ii|p^ c|ijaix!)?es 
were in the commission of ahy ordinary ihiquiiyi. pei, fim^e^a 
cWfi^tians teach and practice in accordance yyith 4c|Cti:it$e,,thj&t 
there li np i^ioral evil in rbbbefy'u-ion the i^igKwa^,.but ^$f^i,\ni sp'^e 
ciroamkahces it is juslifi^^^ 

%puld feel theniselvea bound t& protest agaiofiit t&a- 

atwi to spare no effort to rescue our common Chrwjtfamty fror^^ the 

-foul ,i:^pi*oachi thus cast upon it. Afe they, 3in jany wjise, retea^tl 
from the duty, if the robbery, thns jui^tificdj extends not to 
the|ftoperty hot tp t^ie person of the suiSerer j if he should b© sjpoU^ 
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not mer{|t!ly of his substance, but cfbimseifs 'h his childroiij suhr 

&t^w:Q,&pnl ail? Are we to be very conscientious about raere prcadilT 
;3o9, wbiie giaint ioiquities ?talk abroad unreproTed? Are we in dyty 
bouia^ jcjot to suffer ein uppn our neighbor, and shall we, as chriatiauHj 
luttsr np note of remoostrancej when our Soutbem felfow christianEt 
jpmctic^ aud defend the sju .of slavery,?— a sin whicb iocl^dsa withiij 
itself eireryform'of iniquity that can be named; by which every conu- 
inaiad of the decalogue is broken, every priueiple nf morality sej at 
Maaght,. and which, in all its effects inamediate and remote, is the 
mojt perfect consummation of all villanies, that earth has yetvfit- 

Southern christians eonje up in crowds to the North. We meet 
jtEem every where, in our stages and steamboats, in the private circle 
.ind piibljc assembly. We^o in cpmpany with them to the house of 
.God, ai)d imite with thein in the yaripus b.enevolent operations of the 
day. I'hijs opportunities are continually occurring for efficient ef- 
fort to bring them to repentance for their sin. While all other suita- 
ble methods/ many ,cf which will readily occur, are not to be neglected, 
it'i#^hiefly to tb&dij^re^t Ecclesiastical organisations of the North, 
Ith^t ye motst loo^^^^ most effective mediums through which our 

.eohdeinaatioB oif' slavery expressed. These represent large 

masses of christians,' and they are w.ejl knosya a,t the South. Their 
opinionVthere^ fairly be presumed,* will be received witl;> 

reispect, and their faithful, pungent appeals to the consciences^ and 
Jhearts of their pouthera fellow christians, cannot faij to produce a 
.salutary efifect. IndeecJ, as might naturally be expected, the inqtiiry 
is oft^n raised at the South, if Sj^avery is in fact such an enormity in 
th^Q si^ht of 6od, why do not the good men of the North, who are 
,«irQumstatices peculiarly favorable to form, a correct judg^nent in the 
tu^tter, tell ua so j arid in tone's ^)efitting their convictions^ reprove us 
/or oar sin. , . 

. Adiwtttng lije pbii^^ be in some degree felt, yet, from the 

JasLture of the case, ?. bold and decided action on thp part of the 
;$oi^thera churches is not to be expected, until the churches of the 
l^prthiu-e aiup^ to the subject— until the spiral of abohtiop takes a 
dsep hold of.the hearts of their members, [|m4 on all suitable occasions, 
is siant forth in the earnest tppe. of ^^ctionate remon&tranee, rpbuke, 
land ientreaty. "Were the Sp^ijthem church tbojroughly 'aroused to com- 
^ience the conflict wjlh slavery, she must still in a great degree, lean 
upon the Northern churches for support. She would stand in need of 
til the nioral aid in their power tp bestow. And especially should she 
be cheered on, in the contest^ by their zealous co-operation, their ac- 
tive isympathy and their prayers. 

, Wore^oiceto record that during the year pastj the cause of theslavfl 
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has receiyed an increased atteiUion, on the part of the different x'oii- 
gioijs bodies in the State. 

Our brethi'en of the Free-vvill Baptist denomination, in air theip 
Yearly Meetiiigj, have fully responded to the decided testijqony 
against slaveiy, borue by their last General CoBference. The strong 
jnterest, manifested by alraoist this entire deuomipatiou, in behalf of 
}he slave, is doubtless, in a great degree, to be attributed t^the course 
pursued by thair official organ; the Morning Star. A psiperi whieh, iof 
its lasting Jhonoi', has, from the commencement of the Anti-slavery 
movement,' earnestly sihd efficiently plead the cause sind vihdiciitetl 
the rights of the suffering bondman. 

As a specimen of the resolutions passed in the different, Yearly 
Meetings of this body in the State, we take the following pasged 
mianimously by the Kennebec Meeting. ; 

1. Whereas God has said loose the bands ot wickedness, undo the 
heavy burdens, break every yoke, and let the oppressed go free ; 
and whereas the chains which American Slavery has forged/ ere, 
bands of wickedness, t\te. burdens this system has bound on men's 
hecks, are heavy, and I'he yoke it has put on men's necks is . grievous 
to be borne — and as the christian phurch is deeply stained with tho 
blood of souls, murdereii by the demon of slaver^, [ _ ' 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the christian churcli tb"i(urify beV- 
self from this foul blot, by discussing the subject, fay petitiooihg Con« 
gress for its abolition, by praying fervently to the Father ;of -mercies 
to crown these labors ivith success, by a firm unyielding ze^l, in 
every constitiitional manner, to endeavor to correct public sentiment, 
at the North, and conVince the ^outh of the evil of Slavery, and the 
safety of immediate and entire abolition of this cruel syBteai. 

% Whereas tho christian church constitutes that organized body, 
through which the light of hea ven is reflected upon this dark, world, 
Therefore, . - 

Resolved, That it is tlije solemn duty of all its merat^i^ anci eipe-t 
cially ofall its ministers, to cry aloud and spare not against the 
system of slavery as existing in the U. States, a system of legalized 
ineft j robbery > ad ultery , and m urder • and that they should never hpl^ 
their peace till this foul blot is washed oht of Qur American s^^^^^ • 

S. Resolved, That the house of God is a suitable and very appror 
pri*te place for the friends of weeping humanity to speak out for the 
dumb, and plead the cause of the oppressed, Therefore we consider 
it ahti-republicnn and anti-cbrislian, for any religious. Hociety or 
church to close their house of 'worship against the disciisBion or thp 
. heaven-daring sin of Slav.ery. , ! ; , 

The several Associations of the Calvinist Baptist denotttinailoii, 
have either passed strong resolutions on th( subjesctof slavery and Sts 
abolition, or reaffirmed those of their last Conyentiott. We take the 
following, passed by the Hancock Association. ' ' 

When it is considered that but a few years ago thie public mind 
vv^-apped in profound slumber on the subject of Slavery, the 
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rapk^ ;pifv%wi&'j! tsf tlie A.ii,i' 'Skvery cause is matter pf devaut gratir 
iude, to A!nfifg;hsy 'Ixod. t Jiiinviaced as we are of the cofvecuicss of the 
priKclpJa^ttf iiii^^ffiiedm em!j,aci{)ali,on, and pf tijo benefits 

which Would .'.eaujt tp al l li}Q porties .conceraed if this pvinoiplo was 
earned iato practical op^vation;: therefore 

. 1. ':R&mivedf That we v ecpiniKGud to a\l our brethren and christian 
frii:tiid3i lite Jourfljil of ^'jiome and Kinibai!, as containing interest- 
iag itufprmation on the subject of Slavery in the BritisirWest Indies, 
and m sh(fmng cpnelusirely the safety aud beneficial, regulta. of isn- 
jikdiatft ehjaacipRtioh 

And xjr^ereas the cUurchss of our Lofd Jesus Chriat, niore ,esper< 
^ially iijs the ^ftVeholding region,- are pollutisd by the great evil of 
Slavery, and as it is nj^njfesitij' opposed to the genius and spirit of 
J,|ie.;^o3peU;-tl^-^fore"^\;^^^ 

; S^ JZefoiticd^ That it is the impe^pvs duty <)f the ministers and 
' «ieti;iberist pf our churches to tafoa a deep.er interest in this ioipprtant 
fiu^eetj, and exert themselves for the sanctificaiioa of the cjjurchesj 
aeo^ the o^ertljrow: of tfe^ 

- Itt jthe Eastern ^aptist^ a paper sustained by a large and respscta- 
portion of thfe dehoijiihationj a very pijpmineat, place has been 
giVen to the 'Cjuestion of slavery! A large amount of valuable Antir 
fdavwy inatter has beisia eiteawvely circiilated through its 'polumas> 
fijid to ,it thGi cacisei in Mairie is largely indebted, for its able advocacy 
of our dbctirinea andtneagures. ; . 
■TO SbrateVsetj Franklin and 

tft^lpu t^^D^^^^^ (L/O^fereuces, havje passed (^pcided resplution? 

coh^e^^tpry of Bravery, and warmly commending the cause of the 
^nsj[i:?ed to the i^Ripathies, prayers and efforts of christians. The 
fojlpiiirjng are the resolution^ passed by the Kennebec Conference. 

JZi^oIvetf, 1/ /£^at slaved these United States, is; a great 

«in, hii]|derin|f the success of the gospel, and destructive to the ^ouls 
m to0q| aad tSat it is the appropriate duty of ministers and cjti^rcbes 
0' attempt its removal. • 

lieso&crf, 3!d. That as lo^g ss any ©f mr countrynjsn a.t the North 
or the Soutii escuse slaveholaing^ pp which, is the same thing, liold- 
en^ si^d usi^g^mea as articles of property, it wi|l be a solemn auty to 
^ho3y th^ int^nsic siafitlness of tlje practice and to bear against it our 
, (jl^H^d sptemn cbrisilaa testitnody. 
. [ j^Qivtif Sd, That ti^e churches which: give thoir sanction to this 
^eii^^ sin hive strong ci&icns uppn our compassion, and that we 
icahnot innocently suffer the sin upon them. 

Iteaolvedy 4th. That peace secured Uy the sacrifice of principle 
Aod the neglect of duty, is more to4ie dreaded^ because more fatal tp 
t^e souls, <;a men> tbatt agitation oceasibbed jby proclaiming tlie whole 
jti^th.inlovjei' .^ -r., ' ■ j-.- 

l^olveic^' 5tb. Thtit this Conference renew their recommendation 
to the churches to abound in j^rayer for the speedy ^d peaceful ter- 
f»iaatiO{i of this American %^stem of slavshblding oppressian. 

[Bm^vedy Qth. That while the recent termination pf slavery in th/s 
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West Indies calls for devout rojoiciug ami praise^ jt streiigthens the 
belief that by the blessing of God in auswer to prayeiv. upon f^kfifuJ 
jiersevRring elfovt, tbe sasHe system in this counlrj' will be abolished, 
und that some of us 'ivill live to hear the trump of jubilee eoundiag 
liberty throughout all the land to all tlw inhabitants thereof. . 

The remainitrg Conferences laelongingto this body, have all, we 
believe, rehjained silent on the subject, with the exceptioa of .LiD'eaUt 
Conferencei which by its Committee of Arrangeiraents decided agaidst 
my Ggitaiion of the questibn,- either by resolution or disiSusslon. 

The reason usually assigned for thus retVsidg £b' cbtisider the 
cause of the slave, is its supppced neccRsity to the preseirvraiioHi of tiie 
peace and harmony of the churches.- The peace of tfee chisrch is «n-» 
questionably an important object, and wohby any sacrifice whicli rtiaj^ 
be innbcentty made for its attainment. The peace to^ be sbitglii how- 
evei*, is 'the effe<j£<)f righteousness,? — a peace'whichspriagisup spont'a'' 
lieously in the church, the natural roR«flt, the visible iddleiation of tiife 
purity of its unimbei^, and thoir efiBciency in the thorough dischafgd 
of every duty. That the free dIscus?ion of the c^ondii^idn 6foiir en- 
slaved countrymen, the considetatioB of tjbeir strong claim«f lipon our 
sympathies iatld efforts, and thiettine^uivocal utteranceof those sentt-- 
ments, which become ns as christians. In view of-their oppression and 
the enos'mousAvickedness of the system under Which they asri^ crushed, 
would, in reality, disturb the peace and hBrmony of oUr i-eiigioil& feod- 
iesj we are slow to b^li^ve* The assertion of socli a facty^s a i^eflckitiotk 
upon the piety of these bodibs, which oujghl not to bd light^ ibade ; aad 
which, were it to coiiid from any btheir quarter than ^tlu^ .frohi whlcib 
it actually proqeeds, we could regard in ijp other light^ than as a rria- 
iicious Blander. The^ testimony ibeforo as is abundant to the fact^ 
which we should unhesitatingly infer iVithotit it, that an increaised 
attention to the cause of the slave in any churcb^ has aW&ysbe«n Atr- 
tended by an immediate elevation of the piety of its members, an in- 
crease of sympathy for the cause of sufferiiijg^ humanity ia all lands;^ 
ahd an enlargement of heart to labor and pray fot ths mbriB spdedy 
(establishment «if that kingdom, in which rigbtedass^aktid peace Shall 
prevail, add in \vhich, as matter of pQurse, the sighing of the eaptite' 
uhallbo unheard, the j>od of the oppresisor unknoWur , And 6»6h'we!! 
belieye will be the^ uniform result^ except indeed in bodieis professed" 
ly religiousj which have a natne to live but are do&d'. ■ ' ' ^ 

In : the ;M8thodist denomination,, resolutions ag^insi slavei^ bftf^d* 
been passed by the Garfiner Quarterly Meeting, and % the 
and Mercer Circuit. Oiir efficient and devoted brethren^ 6f tBis de-^ 
nomination have however been materially r«strained> as it res- 
pects thi^ particular mode of action, by the Pacification measure 
adopted a^t their last Annual ConfeTence, to secure &s was (eXjit^ted, 



the harmony of |l^G body nndniiiJy of action oi» tho subject of slnvory. 
Tho tnenflUre hf'tVing fHilcil to accomplSsli its objecij ^vil! doubt- 
leaa bo nbandoiicil at tho ncjit meeting of llic Conference. 

Political Act ioj^. 

At the formation of the Amorican Anti>-8Javery Society, the impor- 
tanco of promoting the cause of tlic slave by suitable political actionj 
was (!.ist«ncdy recognized J and tli^) subject has since to n greater or 
less exientj been constantly kept in view. During tho past yoarj a 
new interest in it haa been awakened. 

Tho right of sufFrago is not merely a privilege, it is a most Bacred 
iand smpprtaot tr'.5stj to bo employed, under a solemn sense of rcspon- 
6)bility to God, in the pi-omotion of the public good. As abolitionists 
wo profess to believe, that slavery is a most heinous sin against God 
fand man, and in. the highest dogree injurious to the welfare of society. 
Wp arc bound therefore to attempt its removal not merely by moral 
suasioij jor appeals to the conscience of the slaveholder, but also by 
tho right use of whatever political power wo possess. 

It is unquestionably in tho power of Congress to abolish slavery in 
the District and FJofida, to put a stop to tho slavo trade between the 
,8:atc«j and to refuse tUo admission of any new slave State into the 
Union. Tlio fi-ce States possess a clear majoHty in Gongresa. 
These several objecte will therefore bo accomplished, whenevet* tha 
public seDtim(»nt in the free States shall demand it, and that semi- 
mcnt isprdperly repiosented in Congress. We are undef solemn 
obligaUons} therefore, no.' only to diffuse through the community Cor- 
rect sentinaeats on the subject of slavery, but also to make all pi°opor 
efforts to place in our Ndiional Legislaturej mon who will usfe- the 
power, comraittcd to their hands, in ncdordance with oiir views. 

Nor do we cease to use moral means when we act pOlitidall . . 
Wben at the poll*, wo give oar voles for snch men only, as will go 
to the c?it?n? or*hf?>'i'o«>nstiJ!!t5ona! powers for the abolition of slavery, 
we bear la the South our solemn teslimony against the systotn, and 
\a th» most expressive manner, proclaim our deep conviction that it 
is wrong and ought t«> be universally abandoned,, 

Consistencjr diemands that wc should t>of€ against slavery as iJvcli a* 
fepeak and "fritSi and form Societies and hold public meetings with a 
view to its abolition. With what propriety can we call tipon the 
planters of the South to abolish Slavery upon ihcit plantations, while 
we maintain il apon oar own, the District of Columbia? With 
. what grace can we inviaigh against the piratical slave trade be>- 
tweenthe Siatifes, while we permit the District over whichi, through 
iCongrsss, we have eniiiTc control, ^to becoine a great national slate- 
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mnrkot, whf;ro hiunnn beingfl, aro rontiisualiv bought and sold, and nj) 
tho nn-ocitiea of the bloorJy faffic, in tho bodies and souls of men, 
pespelratod at noonday. 

The continuance of Blavcry in the District, \yhiIo it if. nia«)ire?% 
in our power, through our a,<;ents and representatives in Congress, to 
aboh^b it, is a public admission, that in soniw \ rcut^istancesi it ia 
r'ght, and may righlftdly be niaiutntned. It is in fact a vordict of 
the nation in its fiivor. Let that verdict be reversed, and by its 
abolition in the District, the national brand ofinfamy stauipcd upojj 
it — and it must die. Of this the slaveholder is aware. Hence thia 
despt-rate eflbrt to shut out light, to arrest all diiicussiori of th-i sub- 
ject on the floor of Congress, and to maintain the system in the Dia» 
irict at all hazards. Tho District then ia the spot^ where the iirsj 
onset upon slavery is to be made, — the battle-grouud, ,v»'ere the 
great coiltest between Liberty and Slaver;]^ is to be decided. ^?of to 
employ our political, aa well as all other resources, in the conllict, ' 
would be, not merely wrong, but the very height of folly. 

In order to aciorapJish the objects to be eftected by political action, 
it is not necesstiry, nor h it proposed, to form a distinct political parl^ 
with separate tandidates for public office. Against such a measuro 
there are strong and'decided objectidjis. Its tendency, In ali proba- 
bility, would bo to retard, 'rather than hasten the day of enj»ncipa-. 
tibn. ■ . _ 

Tho Attii-Slaveiy cause, embraces men of all . political pai-- ' 
ties, as well as of evei-y sect in religion. So far as the two great 
parties' of the day are concerned, we hold to nw principles, 
as aboUtionists, that both do not publicly profess. T'le object 
wo are desirous to accomplislt, does not interfere with any, a* 
w/liich either professedly aims. In both are to bo foitnd menj WeU 
qualified for office, nmi worthy of public confidence, as consis- 
tent friends of equii! and impartial lifaeny. Let it then be distinctly 
settled, that no r;: ;.ij. under any possible cojhbinatioa of circumstau- 
ees, can receive the votes of abolitionists, who will not go to the 
extent of his constitutional powers for the abolition of plavcry'-— and 
both parties will soon, either from policy of necessity, present can- 
didates for public office for whom we may vote, in consistency with 
our party predilections, and in subservency also to paramount duty to 
the slave. 

The friends of the cause all admit, in general tcrmsi, the propriety 
of employing the elective franchise in its promotion. But many 
shrink from making an adhesion to our fuudamcntal principles, the 
test, by .which their vote shall, to uiJ cases, be determined. To set- 
tle, on this subject, the question of (^.iiy forever, all that is necessary, 

3 
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it '^OuM seer», iii to establish a compas-isors between the objects, for 
wbioioi as ftboiUiooiBts, wo are contendFng, and aitsy os* oil of thosa 
tiiat fd^m tbo Weis of existing party organizali^^ 

The qt^eOtUoQ, ^hetber the financial concerns of the Government 
fithall be managed, through the intervention of a National B&nkoi a 
Sizb^Treasuryt is probably of more importance than all otbere, that 
lakpa:il so prodigious a degree of activity to th^ party movements of 
4bed«iy. But this qne^tiom is, aAer ail, a mere commercie^l pne-^a 
qU«8tiipa of doHaii aud ceiqits, and not of inalienable rights. Com- 
piM^ad /v^ith the great question* whether, the principle of equality, on 
w!iieh our republican ins^^^ extended to all 

the ioha|)|CaQt3 of the land > the three millions of our enslaved coun- 
^men restored to th«» rightBj whicb by violence have bean wrested 
fpo^ theo^j taltjes out fr<jm the irresponsible despotism under which 
i^ey toil and die* and placed under law, subject to its restraints and 
blessed with its protcciion^whether the Bible, with its life-giving, 
i'egeneratiog luiLuence^ in the hands of the three millions 

ojf heathea 10 thi/ichriBtiaD land^ reduced to or continued in tbiis state 
by j|te sye^tem^of i^Wminations under which republica despotism has 
j^I^aoeid J^heib} of this gospel be sabered to shine 

upou t&«m without obstrastion, and all the means of intellectual and 
mpsral eievc^ion be iVeely a]^^^ them; — whether the three mill- 
losutofhuman beings, born in the image of God, endowed with an 
immo^l h&jture and a deathle«B spirit, but converted by slaveholding 
i&w' into ch&ttels personal,, shall be reconverced into men, reinvested 
wItbpttmooaVownershipt tnado intelligent and happy sub- 
iectfi of i>t)r common countrj^whether the volcanic fires over which 
the Soutb is now slambering shall C|[Mencbed, the elements of a 
ooDTuliaon vvhicb majyat any momentt fihakeour social fabric to its 
fouodatioQs bs removed} the oversowing /ouutain of disunion and 
civil discord dried upf-^-whether at the North, we shall be released 
fironi^ our obligations to fight the battle of despotism at the South, 
and pour otit oar hearts blood in a controvert, in which, in the lau- 
oC JoiB^rsoQ^the Almigb^^ bas no attribute that cau take part 
vrith tisf^-^whether as a nation we shall be exalted by righteousness in 
the eBMtQeijpi^i^iKi of our three millions of slaves, or persevering in 
op|^i%lison, perishrl^ plagues more intolerable than those that 
iaia waste slaveholding Bjgypt, the star of our country's glory 
geiof down in oceans of btood;-^-«ompared with this, the ques- 
tion of Bank or no Bank, Sub-treasury . or no Sub^treasury, 
4windl88r into utter insigtiificance. It is a«( the finite by the sido of 
tiie infiaiteu^To prefer therefore ft^^^ party interest to the 
cauiso of our oppressed country mcti', would seem to indicate an 



exceedingly • feeble apprehension of the aniasiHg value of human 
rights, — an exceedingly low estimate of our dirties end responslbili- 
iws, as American ci'iizens — Deliberately to throw aside oxw Anti» 
Slavery principles at tha polls, is basely to betray the caisso of tho 
slaye,~it is treason against humanity. 

Noria this preference of a common object to all mero party meas* 
ures, an Utopian or jmpyftcticable idea. On this point the Sbutfi 
has taught us an invaluabiie lesson, which wo should not be elow to 
learn. DiSering as widely and intensely upon questions of party 
politics as the North, there is one interest, which the South ha£: stead- 
ily regarded as paramount to, all others, and to which all otheris bav^ 
uniformly been made 8ubserVieat~-the support and defence of her pa - 
triarchal system. United on this, the South is enabled to select the 
ehief magistrate of the nation, determine the presiding officer in both 
branches of Congress, Wield the whole political power of the coun- 
try in aid of her peculiar institution, and give law to the UniofJ. 
Let there be the same seal for liberty at the North, as there is for 
slavery at the Southj the sam^ readiness at the North, to sacrifice all 
minor considerations to the gloripns work of extending the blei^singe 
of civil'and religious freedom to three millions of alay^s, m there is 
at the South, to the infamous purpose of retainingihem in hopeless, 
eternal bondage,— and all that we catt desire to effect by political ac- 
tion, will be speedily accomplished The power, now wielded itt 
support of the chattel institution, will be turned with trepaeadoua 
effect, to accomplish its pyerthrow, , ^ ^ 

In this State, questioning of caMidates for public office, with a 
view to intelligent political action, has been pursued to some extent, 
and as we believe, on the whole, with advantage to the cause. It 
must bo confessed however, that here, as eWewhore, there has be6^^ 
on the part of abolitionistsj a fihamefui dereliction of dii^ at th» 
^pollsc . • , . 

We are disposed to take no desponding views of tJhe progre8» of 
the cause, from this fact. It is some apology for our jrienda, who 
have apparently sacrificed their Anti'-Slayeryprincipkauj^ 
of party, that the subject of political action, has. been but little dia- 
casied in the Stkte, and the question of duty therefore, has i]L0t bi|^n 
csfeftdly examined and settled. Long cherished habits jnojre6v«r, 
are not chaiiged itt a moment. And it is not surpirising that the *ex- 
' pulsivd power* of the Aoti-slav^ry septimeni^ should iiqequire eonio 
little time, to'iespel ft-om the heart those minor attac|mjei^M^ wlu<ifa 
come intij conflict with it. ^ , 

The subject of political action has recently beeh fully discnased at 
the meetiags of several of ' the County Societi«s, and the strong r«80- 
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lution of Mr. Goodell, affirming ihe duty of political action, adopted, 
in the ^nd, 'Villi grent unanimity, Ou the "ivhole, the evidence is 
encouragiOj,, that abolitiu iists generally in the StiUo will go right on 
this Bubject, as soon as tha question of duty comes to be duly consid- 
ered. — That wo shall not again present fho monstrous anomnly of 
petitioning Congress to use its ackoowlodged jjowers for the termin- 
ation of slavery , while by our votes we help to send men there, who 
we know beforehand will refuse our petitions, and at tho bitlding of 
slavery, scornfully trample upon the sacred right of petition itself. 
The day we trust, has passed, that the slave-holder, or the Northern 
apologist and defender of slavery, can be elevated to the high place of 
power, by aid of the votes of the friends of the slave in Maine. Or, 
to illustrate our remarks by a particular case, Mr. Von Buren, \V6 
think tnust abandon his " southern principles," and Henry Clay, the 
eloquent advocate of South American and Grecian libeity, enirtnci- 
pate his slaves, before either can receive the suffrages of Intelligent 
aboliliortlsts in the Pole-star State. 

While, in other respects, wq freely indulge in our political prefer- 
ences, it is our duty as abolitionists to stand aloof from all existing 
, party organizations. Our true policy is, to impress our principles 
upon all, while we form no alliance with any. By both, accoiding 
as it might best promote their peculiar interests, we have been alter- 
nately courted and repelled. We. have no reason to suppose that 
either are prepared to adopt the measures, we are desirous to pro- 
mote. To secure the favor of the South, both have disclaimed all 
sympathy for our peculiar views, and each has endeavored to fasten 
upon the other abolitionism as a sin. The shallow effort is begin- 
ning to be rightly appreciated at the South. All mere professions of 
opposition to abolitionism, serve only to induce a suspicion of the 
hypocrisy of those that make them. The South demands practical 
evidence of a sacred regard for her peculiar institution. The true 
test of sincerity, is the readiness to sacrifice whenever the occasion 
may require it, the dearest rights and interests of the North,^ at the 
shrioe of the southern Moloch. Effectually to secure her favor, our 
politicians must take iheir stand upon the southern corner stone of 
xlepublican institutior.?, — the unblushing advocates, the practical de- 
fenders of ETEaNAL SLAVERY. And when they have done this; they 
will receive, as many of them no w do, the fit reward of traitors to the 
cause of huraaa rights, — the ineffable scorn, the utter contempt of 
their slaVeholding allies. 

That abolitionists have, thus far, pursued an impartial course, in 
regard to the leading parties of the day^ may be salisfactorily proved 
by doGumeiitary evidence. So far as both honestly labor to reform 
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the greatest nbusu existing under our own, or any eivUiKijH govern- 
ment on earth, they arc entitled to our hearty co-opej'utlon and rcs" 
pect. We go with both, so far as they go with us in promoting fhe 
cause of innnediate emancipation, and no further. We stand oppo- 
sed to both, and shall not fail to make our opposition manifest, just so 
far as they stand opposed to the sacred cause of universal freedom. 
Of one thing both may with propriety be reminded. The instinct of 
eelf-preservation, should teach both to be cautious, how they commit 
themselves against us. One thing is certain, whatever parly suc- 
ceeds or fails, whether in approaching political contests, Whig or 
Democrat prevail, the great principles for which, as aboiitiooist?, we 
are contending are destined to a speedy triumph. The abolition car, 
freighted with the precious rights of niiJlions, is oii its victorious 
way, with more than rail road speed. W ith due respect, we say to 
aspiring politicians, — beware how you cross its track. Your runy ef- 
forts to arrest its epurse will be unavailing,*-- but you may be trashed 
in its onward irresistible career. 

Georgia Demakd on MainjeI. 

Among the occurrences of the year which deserve t<pecial notice, 
is the repetition of the demand of the Governor of Georgia, upon the 
Governor of this State, for the bodies, of Daniel Philbrook and Ed- 
ward Kelleran, as fugitiveis from the justice of Georgia. 

The facts of this case are briefly these. Philbrook wafj master and 
Kelieran mate of a schooner lying at Savannah in May, 18S7. A 
slave affirmed to belong to one Sagurs of that place, found means to 
secrete himself on board the vessel, so far as it appears, without the 
knowledge of the Captain or Mate, and was not discovered until the 
vessel was far on her way to Thoniaston, the place'of her destination. 
On the arrival of ihe vessel, the slave was permitted t leave her, 
without any attempt to restrain him. 

The Captain and Mate are charged with feloniously st«,dling the 
. slave, and the demand is made in onier that they may be transported 
to Savannah, and there tried for the alleged oflfence, for which iho 
laws Qf Goorgia inflict a severe and ignominious punishment. 

The demand was made, in the first inistance, upon Crovernor Dun- 
lap; who refused compliance in consequepce of some iufgrmality in 
the papers, and iiom want of sufficient evidence that the crime had 
been committed as charged. The defect in the papers was reme- 
died., and the demand repeated upon Gov. Kenti who likewise refused 
to suirrender the persona, upop the ground of the want erf satisfactory 
Evidence, that they were fugitives froou the jusiice of Georgia within 
the meaning of the Constitution^ 



in his reply to the letter of the Governor of Georgia accoinpc^nymg 
the demand, Gov. Kpnt maintains that the Comtitutiou does not, ia 
the elause requiring the deHvering up of fugitives, deprive she Ex- 
ecutive, «poR whom the demand is mad^, of all discretion in the 
premisea. He is not to be considered a mere subordinate to execute 
tfee mandate of the Executive makingtfae demand ; but is ^o exercise 
his own judgment in deterrdining whether the demand should be 
complied mih. And especially, before tha surrendry ia made, he ia 
tobe furnished with satisfactory proof, not merely that a crime has 
been aharged, but that the person so cliarged is also aftigUive; having 
in some way endeavored to evade the justice of the State from which 
the requisition is issued. On the contrary, the Governor of Georgia 
mamtainfl thqit the Exeeutivo, upon whom the demand is made, has no 
meh discretiotiary power, but is bound, when the proper evidence has 
been furnished that a crime has been cftar^g^rf, to deliver up the alleged 
fugitive, without further investigation or Inquiry. 

In addition to ascertaining the fact, whether the person demanded, 
ss a fugitive, it wpiild seem to be equally the duty of the Executive to 
determine whether the offence, upon which the demand is made is, 
in reality, a crimi\ In settling this point, the question arises, whether 
reference shall be had to the' municipal regulations of individual 
8tates,Jor to eternal principles of right, the law of nations, and the 
common consent of mankind. The latter, we believe is the proper 
course. In this case, admitting the iadividuals demanded by Georgia 
had, as alleged, aided the slave in making his escape, the Executive 
of the State would not be authorized to deliver them up. For 
the afifording such aid, is not in itself a crime, nor would it be regard- 
ed as a crime, in the enlightened judgment of the civilized world. 

The limits of this Eeport will not permit as to go into a discussion 
cf this subject. The importance of the ground, assuined by Governor 
Kent, will however be readily perceived. Its correctness follows as 
matter of necessity. For otherwise, the State would be divested of 
all power ta protect its citizens from the most vexatious processes in- 
stituted against them in other States, upon the testimony of perjured 
witnesses, or upon the most false and frivolous pretexts. 

According to the Georgia interpretation of the Constitution, no in' 
dividual in the free states, who should become obnoxious to slave- 
holders, would be safe for a moment. Of this we are forci bly remind- 
ied by a recent occurrence. The Rev. Mr. Mahan of Ohio has with- 
in the year been delivered up, on the requisition of the Governor of 
Kentucky, trpon an indictment found against him in Kentucky, for 
the alleged crime of aiding ' certam' slaves to escape from tfiat 
State. The least investigation would have shown the falseneBS of 



the charge and the impropriety of complying with the jrequssittotj. 
But, actuig in accordance with tiie slaveholdiug interpretation of tho 
constitution, Gov. Vance considered his duty limited to the immedi- 
atis issuing of tlie order for the arrest of the alleged fugitive, without 
any inquiry into the propriety of the demand. Accordingly Mr. Ma-i 
hon was arrijstedi hurried away from family and home, put in irons, 
and confined as a common felon, for nearly two montha in a Kentucky 
jail, before his trial could take place. He was finally acquitted,~not 
a particle of evidence having been feund that he was guilty aschargcd 
in the indictment; and it having also been Mtisfactorily shown, that 
he had not been in Kentucky, where the alleged crime was affirm-- 
ed to have b,^ea committed, for more than nineteen years. The 
whole procedure, it was evident, was a malicious prosecution,, got 
up in' consequence of the- well known character of Mr. Mahan as 
an abolitionist, and from hatred to hirai^ in conseqnence of his suppo- 
sed philanthropy, in giving occasionally a cup of cold water to some 
thirsty fugitive from republican Kentucky, in quest of freedom in the 
monarchical wilds of Canada. 

Though acquitted, the cost of this malicious prosecution to Mr. 
Mahan, in addition to all the pain and anxiety endured, was $1300. 
And here let it be remarked, as an indication of the encroachmeata 
which the slaveholding power is striving to maka upon the liberties 
of the free States, that a distinct point made by the prosecuting offi- 
cer in this case and argued with great pertinacity is, that an individ-- 
ua*. in the free States, who may harbor or in any way aid a fugitive 
slave, is a violator of the laws of the Slate from which the fugitive 
escapes: and may in consequence be demanded, and brought withiti 
the jurisdiction of that State to be punished for his crime. 

The cautious regard for the rights of the citizens of the State^ 
evinced by Govercors Dunlap and Kent, stands in striking contrast 
with the precipitation, hot to say the servility, of Governor Vance» 
We are happy also to state, that a law vvas passed by the last Leg- 
islature, probably la view of she case of Philbrook and Kelleraj^ 
making it the duty of the Governor to deliver up persons claimed as. 
fugitivesfrom justice, only after an investigation of the grounds of 
the demand, and upon satisfactory evidence that it ought to be com- 
plied with. , 

This act of the last Legislature has vi^ell nigh destroyed all hopes 
on the part of Gborgia, that the appeal now made by . her to our 
present Legislature f«r redress Vpill be of any avaiU The spirit of 
litterty iii Maine is evidently much in the vvay of the pretensions , of 
that blustering, belligerent State. As appears from the Report of a 
Committee of her Legislature, to whom the subject was referred^ the 
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question what can Georgia do in the case, is one of no litile difficulty 
even in her own estimation. To send her chivalry into Maine, and 
carry off fhe trnen by force, would be a rather delicate affair... To 
"close fjer porta" and declare a "non-intercourse" with us, woidd be 
plaiuly unconstitutional. "To suzb upon the persons of pur citizens as 
hostages, or to levy upon their property found in the State," would 
be both unconstitutional and unjust. What then can she do? 
Though strongly inclined to impose "a quarantine" upon our vessels, 
regarding the free spirit that navigates them as a "moral and (lolitical 
" pestilence,'* more to be feared than plague or cholera, she has con- 
cluded, on the whole, if our present Legislature refuses the redress 
sought, to call a Convention of her citizens, for the adoption of such 
further measures, as the dignity. and interests of the State may de- 
mand. 

But the question returns what can Georgia do, her whole dignity 
and might assembled in convention? She may settle the whole diffi- 
culty at once by passing an act, converting her slave population into 
freemen. In. default of this, we see naught that she can do, but to 
hoist the safety valve and let off her accunmlated wrath in some 
hissing resolutions; or what perhaps would better comport with her 
dignity, In company with her fair sister South Carolina, who seems 
quite inclined to come to her aid in this extremity, set down upon 
her reserved rights, and scowl upon us in dignified silence for our 
contumacy.* 

*The following is the Resolution of the Legislature of Georgia pro- 
viding for calling the proposed Convention, in case that her appeal to 
the Legislature of this State, should be unavailing. 

<*Be it farther resolved. That should the executive of the State of 
Maine refuse to comply witli such second demand, the executive of 
Georgia be requested to transmit a copy of these resolutions to the 
Executive of each State of the Union, to be presented to theirseveral 
Legislatures, and also a copy to the President of the United States, 
and to our Senators and Representatives in Congress^ to be laid before 
. that body. And ghould the Legislature of Maine, at its session next af- 
ter the said resolutions shall have been forwarded to the executive of 
that State, ngglect to redress the grievances herein before set forth, it 
shall be the duty of the executive of Georgia to announce the same by 
proclamation, and call upon the people of the several counties, on & 
day to be uamed in said proclamation, to elect, under like restrictions 
and regulations as in the election of members of the legislatures, a 
number of delegates equal-to the number of Senators and Represent- 
atives to which they are entitled in the General Assembly, to meet in 
GoQVdution, on a day to he fi.xed in said proclamation, at the seat'of 
GovemraenL, take into consideration the state of the Comnnonwealth 
of Georgia, and to devise the course of her future policy, and provide 
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Shortly after the arrivnl of the vessel eonimanded by Philbrook, at 
Thomastonj Mi\ Sngurs arrived the'-e also in a Pilot boat in quest of 
his lost property, With some difficulty a warrant was obtained and 
search made. A colored maOj affirmed to be the slave sought, waa 
seized by the constable aided by Sagurs and others as posse, and 
hurried on board the boat, which;^ wir\d and tide favoring, imraedi-!- 
atety made off. No legal proceedings were had lo ascertain the identity 
of the alleged slave, and the warrant itself was not duly returned, 

For this tresspass upon oup territoryj this violation of the soyers 
elgnty of Maine, in the forcible abduction of a man from the State, 
the Georgia kidnappers have" not yet been called to account. And 
(auch is the feeble degree of sensibility in regard to human rights a% 
Thoraaston, or the disastrous influence of the spirit of trade ovei? 
the most common sentiments of justice and humanity, that the indii 
viduals there, by whom the Georgia party were aided and abetted, 
have not been made to suffer the penalty of the law, for the parj; 
taken by them, in this nefarious and piratical transaction. 

And your Committee woyld suggest, whether our character aa 
abolitionists, and tlie importance of the subject, as well as the hooor 
ot the State do not demand, that, measures should forthwith.be takea 
for the f\tll investigation of this wl^ole transaction, in order that the 
paties concerned may be brought to justice. And especially tbarSa-: 
gurs and the other individuals of his party from Georgia, may be de- 
manded of the Governor of that State and fort^witli broqght into 
Maine, to answer for their perpetration upon our soil of a felony, 
justly regarded by our laws as of il^e highest grade. 

all necessary safeguards for the protection pf the rights of her people.'? 

Since preaenting this Report, the following decision we l^arn, has 
been maqe m our House of iHepresentntiyesjiq reference to the Geor^t 
gia appeal. - ' 

MoNDAT, Jan. 08. ' 

"The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the pa^s 
pers communicated by Gov. Kent, relative to the demand .of the Govi 
ernor of Georgia for Fhilbrook and Kelleran, reported their unani- 
mous opinion, that the whole subject is exclusively within the prov? 
inceof the Executive; and the Committee therefore ask to be dischar? 
ged from the further consideration of the subject, and reeommend 
that the papers be placed on filer~;which. report was accepted in con- 
currence.'' 

This action of the House was in concurrence with the Senate. 
The Legislature thereforej in full view of the perilous consequences, 
has declined compliance with the demands of Georgia. Nothing Te° 
mains then tor this decided and powerful State, butio call her 
CoNVEiTTioN. W« wait, with all the composure in our power to asr 
surae, the result 6f this TERRIBLE MEASURE. 

4 
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flad this course been takeo, at the proper tiiuo-, much of the men- 
ace and bluster, with which Georgia has pursued her demand, would, 
doubtless, have been spared, 

\Ve remaric in passing, that the pertinae^ty with which the demand 
of Georgia, for the bodies of Philbrook and Keljeran, has been pros- 
ecuted, would not have been evinced, in reference to any other suppo- 
sed infraction of her laws. Indeed, the reason assigned for the 
tfourse pursued, is its importance to the security of her "peculiar 
property." The same point is distinctly made by South Carolina, 
who, as we have intimated, appeal's disposed to make common cause 
with Georgia in this matter. Among the resolutions recently passsed 
by the JEiegislatUre of that State, in reference to the Maine and Geor- 
gia controversy, is the following, 

Mesotved, That a failure, on the part of the State of Maine, to 
fulfil her constitutional obligations, in this particular, will be a fatal 
blow to the security of our institutions and projjerty, and if persisted 
in, will create great and well founded alarm in the slave-holding 
st»tes. 

, Tlie refusal then, of the Governor of Main6, to deliver tip the per- 
sons of Philbrook and Kelleran, would bie a fatal blow to the do- 
mestic institution,- and, as such, would be felt by the slave-holdinjf 
stateSj—Hjrt in other words, without the prompt and active interfer-' 
ence and co-operation of the North, slavery cannot be maintained at 
the South. We earnestly recommend this important tostiniony, to- 
gether with the whole transaction by which' it has been eficited, to' 
the 'serious attention of such of our" fellow-citizens, as are stift 
disposed to press the inquiry-— ^What has the Nortfr to do With- 
Slavery J 

Congress— The Athehtow Rf-'LtrTioNS. 
The evident failure of the, justly so called; , ifa.mous resolution of 
Mr. Patton, to effect the objects proposed in its adoption, had led to 
the hope, that a similar outrage upon the humanity of the country 
and the sacred right of petition, would not again lie repeated in Con- 
gress. ^ This hope however, has failed. On the 12th of December 
last, a series of* resofutions were presented in the House of Represen- 
tatives 6y Mr. Atherton,. a northern man with southern principles 
from New Hampshire, embodying some of the most objectionable 
principles of the pro-slavery resolutions adopted by the Senate at its 
session the preceding year, and terminating with a repetition of the 
gag resolution of Mr. Patton. After presenting his resolutions, and 
occupying some half hour or more, in a speech in faver of their adop 
tion, Mr. Athertbnj with a meanness hitherto unparalleled in the 
history of Northern servility, moved the PREVIOUS QUESTION; 
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by which all amendmejjts to his resolutio^is, and all reply to his re- 
marks, were cut off, . 

Up to this period, the South had been content herself to furnish the 
leaders, in the infamous war upon the Constitution and the rights of 
the citizens of the free States, in support of her peculiftv institu- 
tion^ At the present session of Cor,gi-ess however, her tactics were 
chauged. Instead of her own Pinkneys, and Hawses and Patlons, 
&he pushed forward, as the ostensible leader in her nefarious enter- 
prise, one of her white servants of the North, the dough-faced rep- 
resentative from rjevv Hampshire. 

If the member from the Granite Stale is aitibitious of renown, 
his desire is aceompiished. His name will go down to posterity, 
upon the same h\ack page with that of )Benejdi.ct Arpold, and otjier 
traitors to the cajase ofliberiy and their country. 

Considered tnerely with reference to the pai-ty movements of the 
day, the design of the Atherton resolutions doubtless is, to secure to 
Mr. Van Bnren the vote of the South. They %vere concocted in a. 
strictly party caucus, and were carried mainly by Administration 
votes. Of the sixty three democratic members from the North, 
twelve only voted against the gag. Whether the pure democracy of 
the North, the true hearted friends of equal rigjhts in the party, will 
sanction this base attempt to stifie the voice of the people, in order to 
secure an allianc« with the slaveholding despots of the South, 
remains to be seen.* 

* The effort of Mr. Van 3uren to conciliate, by bowing down to 
the spirit of slavery, the vote of the South, has been met by the speech 
of Mr. Clay delivered in the U. S. Senate, since the presejitation 
of this report. In this speech, Mr. Clay denounces the aboliiionists 
in severe terms, brings forward, in his peculiar and forcible Jaa- 
guage, the stereotyped objections against the Anti-slavery movement, 
lays down the monstrous principle that "that is property which the 
law makes property," and upon the ground of necessity, the tyrant's 
plea, defends the eternal enslavement of the colored race in our !and» 
On sitting down, after this effort for the perpeiuation of a system of 
outrage and wrong, the most inexcusable, as well as the most detest- 
able that the sun has yet shone upon, Mr. CIny received the congratu- 
lations of the arch n.uUifier and defender of "ihe niosi gloritwas insiii u- 
lion", J. C. Calhoun.for having given the death blow to abolition. U 
judgment is not turned backward, the blow will he death to his owd 
prospects of winning the splendid prize, at which he is aiming j and 
to secure which he has, in ibis pro-slavery effort, fixed an indelible 
stigma upon his own reputation. One thing is now certain, if there 
could have been a doubt before— the sacred cause of impartial liber- 
ty, the cause of tturse millions of the enslaved in our couiitry, has 
nothing to hope from Henry Clay. He stands before the world, its 
unblushing, uncompromising opponent. 
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The Resolutions are as follows. 

Resolved, I. That this 6overDmeDt is of liraited powers, and that 
by the Constitution of the United States, Congress has no jurisdic- 
tion whatever over the institution of Slavery in the several State<i of 
tlxH Confederacy. 

. Jtesolved, 2. That petitions fov the abolition of Slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and the Territories of the United' States, and 
against the,:'eraoval of slaves frora one State to another, are a part 
of a plan of operations set on foot to affect the institution of Slavery 
in the several States^ and thus indirectly to destroy that institution 
within their several linaitsi 

Resolved, 3. That Congress has no right to do that indirectly which 
it cannot do directly, and that the agitation of the subject of Slavery 
in the District of Columbia, or in Territories, as a means or with a 
view of disturbinff or overthrowing that institution in the several 
States, is against the true spirit and meaning of the Constitution an 
infringement of the rights of the States affected, and a breach of the 
public faith on which they entered into this Confederacy. 

Eesohed, 4. That the Constitution fests on the broad principles of 
equality among the members of this Confederacy, and that Congress, 
in the exercise of its acknowledged powers, has no right to 'discrim- 
inate between the institutions of one poi^tion uf the States and another, 
with a view of abolishing the one or promoting the other. 

Resolved, 5, Therefore, that all attempts on the part of Congress to 
abolish Slavery in the District of Columbiaj or the Territories, or to 
prohibit the removal of slaves from State to State, or to discrimini- 
ate between the institutions of one portion of the Confederacy and 
another, with the views aforesaid, are in violation of the Consti^ 
tuttonal principles on which the Union of these States rests,.and be- 
yond the jurisdiction of Congress; and that every petition, insmoriatj 
resolution, proposition, or paper, touching or relating, in any way or 
to any extent whatever, to Slavery as aforesaid, or the abolition 
thereof, shall on presentation thereof, without ant further ac- 

'fi'IOI? THEBEOK, B£ I.AID ON THE TABI.K WITHOUT B£INS PKINTEO^ 
bSBATED OS REFERBSDk 

The limits of this report, will permit but a basty gknce at some of 
the positions, contained in these resolutions. The first alarms that 
Congress has no jurisdiction whatever over slavery in the States. 
This propositioh is generally conceded by abolitionists; though at 
the expense of divesting Congress of the power of accomplishing the 
objects, for which, as aV)pears from the preamble to the constitution, 
the union of the States was formed, and the Constitution itself adop*> 
ted. Slavery, it is evident, is at utter variance with this establishment 
of justice, the promotion of domestic tranquility, the suitable provis- 
ion ifor the common defence, and the securing the blessings of liberty, 
-^objects, which it is the fundamental design of the Constitution to 
effect. The second resolution affirms, that it is the design of tbe pe- 
ttiion^rs for the abolition of slavery in the District^ and the suppress- 
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ion of the traffic in slaves between the States, to affect the institution 
of slavery in the States, and thus indirectly to destroy it. 

From what part of the GonstitiitionyCongress derives its inquisito- 
rial power into the objects aimed at in a petitionj beyond those upon 
the face of it^ the mover of the resolution did not see fit to show. 
.By the adoption of the resolution ho WeVer, tihe SHouse of Repre- 
sentatives has venttired upon the bold assumptlonj that it is within 
the constitutional poveers, of Congress, to sil in judgment upon the 
motives of petitioner's.. And to receive or reject their petitions, 
eccording"* to its own view of the propriety or impropriety of the 
imotives, under whichj it is presumed they afe presented. 

't'he objects prayed for in the abolition inemoriais, biie matiifestly 
within the power of Congress. They are iu themselves, irrespective 
of all collateral consequences, worthy a nation^s philanthropy^ Anti 
it is a sheer usurpation^ which ought not for a moment to be submitted 
to by freemen, forour sferVants in Congress tt) seek, in vSie ulterior 
hopes and expectations of the petitioners, an occasion for the ficomful 
rejection of their prayers. 

. The third resolution affirms, that Congress has no right to do that 
indirectly, which it cannot do directly. The argument is, that as 
Congress has no right, by direct legislation, to abolish slavery in the 
StateS) it has, therefore, no right to do any thing, that will indirectly 
tend ya the same result*, 

The position is almost too absurd to be m<et With argument. As 
individuals, ws are daily^ by the force of our example, by oar poweru 
of reason and argument, indirectly bringing about results, that we 
have no power or right to ieffect by direct action. "We may not enter 
the dram shop of a neighbor^ who is dealing out death to the com- 
munity about us, and cant its contents into the streets. Have we no 
right, therefore, by our powers otpersuasiob, to convince him of the 
sinfulness of his business, and thus induce bim to perform this act 
himself? Carry out the principle to its legitimate consequences, and 
it would arrest all those induenoes which individuals and aseociatd 
bodies are, in the ordinary transaclidns of life, necessarily exerting 
upon each other, — stay all social progress) and reduce tfre whote 
mass of society to a state of perfect stagnation. 

So far as the powers of Congress are concerned, it would go Well 
nigh to th**ir ancihilation. Congress has undoubted power to estab'- 
lish commiercial relations with foreign States. Yet if the exercise ot 
this power would produce effects in atijr State of th6 Union, which 
Congress could not accomplish by dittet action, the power ceases^ 
and wa are shut up to an eternal nou-iutercourse with the r^t of 
mankind, or> our xrommerce unprotected, would be fefl a prey to all 
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Mallo.iiJ. If the estaiblishment of commercial relations u itli Hayti, 
for example, would tend, a-s is affirmed, to weaken the joints of slave- 
ry in the States, Congress h&ss no power to acknowledge her indepeu- 
idenee. And thus the disgraceful policy hiliierto pursued in relation 
to that r-epublic, stands justified. Tiiere is 00 end to the illustrations 
which may be adduced, to show the falsehood and folly of this prin- 
jciple, which received the saaction of 137 intelligent representatives 
.of the American people,. 

The principle is equaliy applicaUe to the States, and goes aseflijc- 
jtually to nullify theif j)ower3,as it does those of Congress. It has 
never been disputed that Virginia, for example, has the power to 
^bolish slavery within her limits. Suppose the ehivalroiis citizens 
of the Old IXoiuioion^ to jbaye traced up her worn out soil, her dilapi- 
.(lated plantations, her downward progress m the scale of States, to 
ihe true cause, — the unpaid and unblessed labor of her slaves, — and, 
to have come to the full , conviction that duty and interest veqiiire 
iheif emancipation. Vet, if the abolition of slavery in Virginia would 
tend to its overthrow in Kentucky, then would Virginia have no right 
to emancipate; but must hold oa to her disgraceful business of Eplave- 
breeding md sjave-tradipg, and remain stiiJ, as for a long time past 
she jbait been,, the Guinea of America. 

Congress has no right to do that indirectly which it cannot do di- 
rectly. As the abolition of slavery in the District would, by its legit- 
imate moral influence, tend to the abolition of slavery in the States, 
therefore] Congress has no right to abolish it in the District. Such 
is the precious logic, by which the reason and conscience of the nation 
.^re to be set $t rest, upon the question of f^lavery in the District. 
X^o matter how indubitable soever the power of Congress to abolish 
^he system; — no matter how much soever the interests and honor of the 
pountry demand its abolition; no matter if every individual intheDis- 
irici shouJd petition for the measure;~yet, if the removal of the ac- 
cursed thing from the District, would tend to its removal from the 
plates — it must not be touched. The very spot in cmr land, set 
apart from the res,t ai;td consecrated to jiberty, must still groan under 
tfie tr&mp of the slave. — ^At the very door of the Capitol, over which 
our country's banner is proudly waving, the auctioneer must still 
strike off to tb& highest bidder, his human merchandise. By that 
very door, while the representatives of this nation are prating within 
about liberty and equal rights, the manacled slave coffle must still 
pass, bound to the southern market, while in bitter irony they sing 
"Hail Columbia happy land." 

L^^t, fprsooth, slavery ia the States should bo a^eeted by the 
xneasqre, we naust still as a nation, maintain oujr District plailtation; 



hoW our National C'ouiicir in a den of robbers; sanction by Jaws of 
our own enactmenty the iirfamoas traffic iu the bodies and souls of 
men J eieur out from the ports of Georgetown and Alexandria, under 
the sign fnanual of the nation, tire piraticai slave ship with her ac-* 
cursed freight for the South; trample upon the prittciplfea of our 
declaration of independence ;> stand before the civilized vVorld, con-' 
victed of do wnright hypocrisy in our professions of attachment to the 
cause of freedom,— and merit, as well as receive, the deep-toned 
execrations of the oppressed in all lands. 

The fourth resolution affirms, that the constitution tests upon the 
broad principle of equality between the States. To this proposition, 
rightly interpifcted, we do not object j though as matter of fact it is not 
fiirictly true. As proof however, of the deternifination of the slave-" 
holding power, to push its encroachments to the utmost Irmifs, ther 
doctrine, it should be remarked, is now boldly maintained at the South, 
that the principle of equality between the States demands, that what, 
by the laws, is regarded as properly in one Slate, shall, so far at 
least as^the citizens of that State are concerned, be also regarded as 
property in all the others. And that by consequence, in despite of 
the Auti~slaveyy consitutions of the free States, and the solemn decis- 
ions of our bigbest judicial tribunals,- the Slaveholder has, by the 
Constitution of, the United States, the undoubted right, to bring his 
human chattels into the free States, and there hold and Use them at 
pleasure. 

So far as the latter clause of this resolution is concerned,- the pasf- 
sage of the resolutions themselves is in direct contravention of the 
principle affirmed. For the effijct of the resolutiotis is, to destroy 
the right of petition at the Nortb, in order to sustain^ slavery at the 
South. 

The filh resolution, to wbich the others are merfely preliminary, is 
the gag; and is substantially the same with the corresponding one of 
Mr. Patton. It declares that every petition, memorial, resolution, 
proposition or paper, touching or relating,- in any way or to any ex- 
tent whatever, to slavery or the abolition thereof, shall on presentation 
theieof, WITHOUT ANY FURTHER ACTION THEREON, 
BE LAII> ON THE TABLE, WITHOUT BEING PRINTED, 
DEBATED OR REFERRED. 

Thus has the House of Representatives, a second time,, trampled 
upon the sacred right of petition, By this act has it, a second tiraey 
declared that it will not listen to the" prayers of the people. To say 
the petitions, thus laid upon the table, are received, is technically 
true, but practically false . As well, for all pract al purposes, feight 
Congress resolve that no petition, on the subject of slavery, should 
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ever hs prosonfodj as to iosoh'o thut immediately on lia piesentatiou, 
ii shall bo laid on the table, without any further uction thereon. 
ThtJ object of the petitioners is that their prayer inny be duly con- 
isidered, and granted if reasonable; or if it be rejected, that it may be 
for good uud suftjcient reasons assigned. Thus to lay their petitions 
vapou the table, without reference, or debate, or any fluther action 
upon them, is not rnerely to reject ihem in a manner most insulting 
to the petitioners, bqt is a virtual abrqgation of the right of petition 
itself. 

As a precedent, the measure ia one of most dangerous tendency. 
If Congress may refuse to consider any one class of pelitionSj it may, 
on the same principle, refuse to consider any other. And thus the 
right of the people to lay their grievances before Congress and pray 
for redress, may corrte to be entii'ely disregarded; and under the name 
of republican liberty, a despotism be established, more intolerable 
than Russian or Turk has yet knovpn. 

As a violation of the great fundamental principles of democracy, 
upon which our government is lounded, it is moat flagrant. For 
w hat purpose are our National and State Legislatures established, 
but to consult for the public welfare, in accordance with the wishers 
of the people? A large part of the business usually coming before 
these bodies, is introduced by means of petitions, Individuals are 
suffering under some grievance, or are desirous of embarking in 
some project, requiring Legislative interference; and they pray for 
redress in the one case, or for the requisite aid in the other. Let i| 
once be established that the. petitions of the people wi]} not i>eceive a 
yespectful consideration on the part of their Representatives, and ft, 
death-blow is struck at the very heart of republican liberty. The 
people pass at once, from the high position genuine republicanism 
pssigns them,— 7-that of intelligent freemen whose wishes and opinn 
tons are to be respectfully regarded, — to that of mere ignorant serfs, 
Incapable of understanding their true interests and born only to be 
governed. 

The passage of these resolutions is a direct violation of the Con- 
stitution itself, which declares that the right of petition shall not be 
abridged; and every member of Congress who voted for them, must 
have done so in contravention of his oath to maintain that instrument 
unimpared. As an act of inhumanity, it is without a parallel in the 
history of modern legislation, except it be some of our own in rela- 
tion to the Indian tribes. The slaves, it has been decided, have no 
constitutional right to be beard within the balls of Congress. And 
when hundreds of thousands of those who have the undisputed 
right to bQ heard, are moved to pethipn in their beBalf, — the only 
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deor 'through which the groaiiiiigs of the captives can teach the aara 
of our National Representatives is closed, and it is virtually declared 
that wrongs whi<rh earth cannot much longer endure or Heaven per- 
mit, shall not be redressed. The ref.olutions in their legitimate 
effects, cut oft' the last hope of the slave; and he is left to such deeds 
for the assertion of his rights, as desperation alone may suggest.' 

The names of the recreant sons of New England, who respoaded 
'5aye" to this infamous resolution, will be had in lasting remem-^ 
brance— they will be remembered with the contempt due to their 
base servility, and violation of republican principle3> in the inaaoQ 
and wicked effort to prop up, for a little longer, the failing fabric cf 
southern despotism. Verily, they shall have their reward,- 

So far as the delegation from Maine is concerned, the vote is as 
follows 

Against the gag, Davee, Evans, Noyes, Robinson. 
For the gag, Anderson, Parris, Fairfield. 

Dark as the resolution, in some of its aspects, is, yet it is a source 
of encoui-agement and hope. It is a clear admission, on the part of 
the slaveholding members of Congress, that slavery cannot bear the> 
light. It is a plea of guilty to all that abolitionists have urged 
against the abominations of the system. It is a clear acknowledge- 
ment that should the grand inquest of the nation pronounce its con- 
demnation in the District, it could not long be maintamed iu the 
States. The repeated adoption of the resolution has placed the fac6 
beyond doubt, that slavery can be sustained in the District, in no other 
way, thaii by striking down the sacred right of petition, and sbuttiog 
out all discussion of the subject in the halls of Congress. 

Though they meant not so, the slave has occasion to leap for joys 
at the adoption of a measure so desperate. It is the spre sign;, that 
the day of his redemption draweth uigh. 

El-MORE COHRESPONDENCS. 

Notwithstanding the effort to arrest discussion in Congress, the 
sentiment is manifestly beginning to prevail at the South, that slavery 
must, before long, be discussed upop, its merits. This is particular- 
ly the case in South Carolina., Her leading politicians are beginning 
to feel, to use the language of one of her own representatives ia 
Congress, that the moral power of the world is against them, and 
that, iBooner or later, they mast meet the great issue about to be made 
up on this subject. The time, it is felt, is even now at hand, when 
the abolitionists must be met, not by brick bata, or the terrors of 
Lynch law, or mere threats to dissolve the union; but in the field of 
fair and manly controversy. 



I'ii relation to the gag resolutions of PincUney,.Ha\ves and'Pattan,: 
Mr. Pickens of South C'ai'olina says, in a letter, addressed to the 
citizens ©f Beaufort, 

**I have always beea opposed to these temporizing r8aolutio»s,\vhic!i! 
have heretofore been adopted, and by which some have supposed- 
that ihey have gained a point by staving off the issue for a few months 
Songen. This is a miserable and contemptible policy. Better for us 
t» meet it boldly and at once in all its aspects. Let those who asssail 
us, make their definite prepositions^: and lot those from the non-slave- 
bolding States who have heretofore sustained us, have an opportunity 
to defend themselves, and save the Union, if they can." 

It was in accordance with, Vt'hile it doubtless has had no small in- 
fluence in quickening this growing sentiment in many souihornkrainds,- 
that the South Carolina delegation in Congress, through their Ct>m- 
rnittee, the Kon. F. H. Elmore, addressed, the last winter, a courteous 
letter to Mr. Birney, one of the Corresponding Secretaries- of tlie 
Piirent Society, requesting information in I'egard to the numbers,, 
resources, objects, measures and hopes of the abolitionists. A fail 
and explicit answer has been given to these inquiries. The corres- 
pdndence has been published in a pamphlet form, and is now exten- 
sively circulated at the South. 

The importance of this pamphlet will be more fuHy appreciated^ 
whottisis recollected, that, in replying to the incjuiries proposed jMr». 
Birney goes somewhat at length into the Anti Slavery discussion, and 
has thrown out much important matter to start inquiiy, and to tell 
upon southern conscience. 

Notwithstanding the efforts of Mr, Calhoun to prohibit the circula- 
tion of A. S. documents through the inail^it is freely admitted by Mr. 
Blmore, in this correspondence, that the South ought to be informed 
♦•of the full length and breadth and depth of the storm gathering over' 
their heads, before it breaks in its desolating fury." Jn South Caro- 
Ena, a periodical has been established within the year,, one of the pro- 
fessed objects of which is,^to defend the institutionof Slavery; and the 
pages of which have already been extensively and earnestly occupied 
with the subjecit. Thus the enemy is driven from his covert into the 
open field. He has already opened his defences^r and shown distinct- 
ly the ground he intends to occupy in the coming conflict. 

In an elaborate defence of slavery,, recently published by Chancel- 
lor Harper of Charleston, SrC, the following positions are laid down. 

(l.y That it is in the order of nature and of God, that the being ot 
mperior faculties and knowledge and therefore of superior power^ 
should control «nd dispose of those who are inferior; — that it is as 
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much ill the orQer of nriluro, tSuit me>.i should enslave each other, as 
that other animals should prey upon each other, 

(Jl.) That the Creator did not intend that every individual should 
be highly cultivated morally aud intellectually; but as there can be 
but « given amount of Unov/ledge in a communityj it is best ih&t a 
part shcii'd be highly cultivated, aud the rest rem:uu utterly ignorant. 

(S..) That tliiQ -laborer from his situation, csn 'have.neilher the in- 
clination, or the leisure to acquire useful knowledge. 

(4.) That as there are sordid, servile, aud laborious office? to be 
pierformed, itis:best there should be sordid, servile and laborious be- 
Jngs^o perform them. That as it would be nc real favorito thchorsa 
-or ox, to give him knowledge, and refinement, so likewise, so far as 
the laborer has the knowledge, the aspirations of a freeman, be is un- 
fitted for his situation, and must doubly feel its infelicity. 

X5,) In accordance with these diabolical sentiments, fhe positioix 
.■has also been laid down by the politicians of South Carolina, that it 
is a dangerous element in a government to allow the laboring classes 
Ahe elective franchise. 
jSuchare the princijJles, upon which the defence of slavery 'is to 
rest. There is no plea of necessity here, — no begging for a little de- 
,l^y, until the slaves can be prepared for freedom. The position is 
boldly taken, that to the favored few belongs of right a monopoly of 
wealth, intelligence, and political power, while the many areji^nd of 
right ought to be, the servants of their lords. The question who 
shall be the slaves, is not made to depend upon the color ,of the 
skin. It is just as lawful, just as much in the order of nature and-^f 
■God, to enslave the white as the colored man. If the principles 
.assumed are correct, slavery should be universal. It should be intro- 
duced forthwith at the North, or, at least, as soon as there can he 
found a sufficient number of the favored few, having the lequisite 
intelligence and power to do the work. 

'T-he, great issae spoken of by Mr. Pickens, is here in fact distinctly 
made— the complete -emancipation of the enslaved laborers of tl^ 
South, or the enslavement of the free laborers of the North. Disgtiise 
it as we may, the simjJle question before the great mass of the people 
is, whether they will put their shoulders to the wheel and destroy 
slavery, or tamely lay down before the bloody cai" of th3 American 
Juggernaut, and be destroyed themselves. 

And when this issue is clearly understood, can it be doubtful, where 
the hardy yeomanry, the free laborers of the North, will stand? — 
They will, dash to the'ground the fetters forging for their-.own fi^e 
limbs — put up in its place the right of petition basely trampled under 
foot, and, through the law making power of Congress, proclaim to the 
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unpaid, enslaved laborers of the District — ye are free. They will be 
foremost in the great couflict for equal rights and universal liberty — 
51 conflict which no power on earth can arrest, until from every hili 
and valley in the land, shall be heard the triumphant shout of enfran- 
'Cbised millions. 

Driven in support of her domestic institution, to positions so palpa- 
bly untenable; compelled to take her final stand upon principles so 
abhorrent to all our ideas of natural justice, so utterly subversive of 
all rights but the right of the stronger, so repugnant to every prin- 
ciple of republican liberty, so utterly at variance wiih the dictates of 
enlightened reason and the precepfs of the Divine word—nothing, it 
would seem, remanis tor the South, but to abandon the system, and 
give up the contest in despair. 

West India Emancipation. 

Among the occurrences of the year, having au important bearing 
upon our cause, we must not omit to mention the abandonment of 
the apprenticeship system, in the British West Indies, by the act of 
the masters themselves. 

It has been contended by those, who are slow to perceive^ or who 
are unwilling to admit, the entire safety of immediate emancipation, 
that the slaves of Antigua who were set unconditionally free, on the 
1st of August 1834, had been prepared for this important event, by a 
Jong course of pi^yious religious instruction, and a gradual relaxinjg 
x>f the system of slavery. 

Whatever may have been the fact in regard to, the slaves of An- 
tigua, it will not be contended that those of Jamaica were prepared 
for freedom, by any general system of religious culture, or by any 
other means whatever. Jamaica, the queen of the West Indies, had 
always been the strong hold of slavery. There the system had ex- 
isted in its most odious form. All attempts at the religious instruc- 
tion of the slaves, had there been systematically opposed. The 
iphapels, erected for their benefit, had been burnt to the groimd, and 
their religious teachers persecuted even unto death. The planters of 
Jamaica resisted the proposition for emancipation, with the utmost 
pertinacity. They fought every inch of ground. They left no stone 
unturned to defeat the measure. And they assented at last to the 
emaacipation act of 1834, only by the pressure of a power they could 
no longer resist. And after the act passed, they still maintained 
toward their apprentices the same haughty and imperious air, as 
•when they were slaves. So far from endeavoring to conciliate the 
good will of the apprentices, in order through their affections to 
retain a moral power over them, when their legal power should 
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Cjeaso, their whole deporlinem toward them was of the most vexationa 
character, as though bent upon driving the'ln to open rebellion. Con- 
vuiced at lengths that in contending against the entire emancipatioa 
of theit former slaves, they had been contending against their own 
interests—on the 1st ot August last, by their own act, they cut off the 
reaiaininii four years of apprenticeship, and set the apprentices un* 
conditionally free. 

And was it the first impulse of these omuncipated slaves, to burn 
their master's dwellings;, and deluge the land of their long protracted 
and crael bondage vi^ith blood? — On the glorious first of August, the 
last link in the chain that had bound them for ages wfis broken. On 
the morn of that day, they came out from their lowly dwellings, and 
breathed, for the first time, the sweet air of freedom, and in their in- 
most souls felt the life of liberty. And was that a day of wrath, of 
tumult, of licentious revellings? — On the first of August, the day of 
emancipation, peace and quiet reigned in Jamaica. There were.no 
tumultuous meetings on the part of the emancipated laborers — no 
revengeful fires glowing in their bosoms — no scenes of riot and of 
blood. They met indeed, — bu: for mutual gratulation. Tfaey s^ng 
their first hymn to liberty in the House of God, — assembled 
there to pay their grateful tribute to the Great Deliverer, who had 
heard their wailings, who had seen their tears, and had come down 
for their relief. 

It was not to bo expected that a change so great, should be alto- 
gether unattended with difficulties. On many of the estates the labor- 
ers have held out for higher wages, than the inadequate remuneration 
for labor, that their former masters, etill bent upon oppressing thera 
to the extent of their povver,have endeavored to force upon thera—a 
proof not of their unwillingness to labor, but that they have a proper 
degree of self-respect, and are capable of taking care of their own 
interests. Wherever masters have been disposed to meet the eman- 
cipated slaves in a spirit of kindness, and to pay thera a suitable 
compensation for their labor, every thing has gone well. In a speech 
to the House of Assembly on the 30th of October last, we are assured 
by the Govei'nor of Jamaica,— a testimony to the correctness of 
which the Assembly assent, — that the conduct of the emancipated 
laborers "entitles them to the highest praise, and amply proves HOW 
WELL THEY DESERVE the boon oj freedom.'' 

On the whole, the experiment in the West Indies has met our 
highest expectations. It is now shown beyond dispute, «hat immediate 
emancipation, the doctrine for the inculcation of which, we hayeso 
long been stigmatized as fanatics and incendiaries, is not only safe, 
but for the mutual interest of all the parties concerned j-r-thet all 
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J^rtftiftpts to lanUe liberty nnd despofiEin iu the same system ai-o atterly 
5&b3usd,-«^aad that the best prepiiiatioa for freedom is, to set the 
'Slave free,-^to knock off his chains and take the yoke from his neck. 

That emancipation in the W. Indies is destined to exert a mighty 
influence upon the qufestion of slavery in this country, no man can 
•sdoubt. Notwithstanding the ilead silence of the commercial and po- 
litical press, the knowledge of the events passing in the W. Indies 
-is reaching the South, and beginning there to agitate the public 
mind. Upon the light which God is thus kindling up in the islands 
■on our border, the slaveholder cannot, if he would, close his eyes. It 
is a light which will continue to glow with ever increasing intensity, 
•and iu the focal blaze of which slavery must expire. 

©PPOSItlOIT TO CAUSE. 

"While no small amount of opposition to the Anti-Slavery effort 
still remains to be overcome, we are happy in not being called upon 
'to record aiiy -of those popular aasaults upon tlie rights of abolition- 
ists, which have occurred in other States, the present year; and which 
:have before occurred in our owa. The Committee cannot however 
but refer, briefly, to a few instances, in which efforts by no means 
icreditable to those concerned in them, have been made to arrest the 
•progress of oar righteous cause. 

At a Gonvefttion held, in March last, at East Machias,for the pur- 
.pose of-fbraillig a'County A. S. Society, an invitation was extended to 
'Opponents to take part in the discussions. The Court being then in 
session at that place, set^eral gentlemen of the baY availed themselves 
«f the opportunity to speak, not in opposition to the resolutions pro- 
jiosed, and which were the proper subjects of discussion, but in a 
strain of violent Invecttve against abolitionists themselves and their 
measures. An adjournment of the meeting was granted, when, the 
xoppasition having obtained leave to vote as well as to speak, and 
diaving been strongly reinforced by a portion of the community, who 
'rendered them no small aid in hissing and stamping down the argu- 
ments of the friends -of the slave, finally stacceeded in passing a reso- 
lution condemnatory of the agUation of the abolition question, and 
>%hea, ih a djsorderiy manner, dissolved the meeting. 
- -0n the following day, to which the meeting had in fact been regu- 
Sarly adjourned, the friends of the cause complei^ed the appropriate 
business of the Gonventiou and retired — satisfied, that though their 
procvedings bad thus been rudely disturbed, the cause of truth and 
humanity had nevertheless been materially advanced. 

A few' raoiiths afl«r, our State agent, Mr. Codding, commenced a 
course of lectures in Calais, the residence of several of the legal 
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genllemen, who had distinguished theniiselves in the proceedings' 
above referred to. Mr, Codding spake for two or three evenings tc 
small but constantly increasing audiences, upon whom the impress- 
ion was fast gaining {^round, that abolitionism was something more 
than tiie skeer fanaticism,, which they bad hitherto^ supposed it to be, 
Ar this juncture,, no smalt fear aeems to have fallen open the minds, 
of many individuals of respectability and standing in the place, lest 
the peace and quiet of their "peaceable village'^ should be disturbed 
by this discussion of the fundamental doctrines of our free goveru- 
ment. 4nd in consequence, with no smaW ]^aiiQs, a large meeting . 
of the citizens was convened to consider the expediency of allowing 
Mr. Codding to proceed with his lectures. In order that ttie whole 
question of abolition, might be "sifted to the bottom" and settled be- 
yond the possibility of further debate, the leaders of this pi*aisewor- 
thy enterprise for the preservation of peace and harmony,, invited 
Mr. Codding himtjelf to be present and join in the discussion. 

As the basis of the discussion, a series of resolutions were intro-^ 
duced, the first of which admitted slavery to be wrong in the abstract,, 
while others denouncedj^in severe terms, the measurss of abolition isis,, 
as tending to disturb the peace of society, jeopardize the citizen& of 
the South, put one part of the country at war with the other, and dis-- 
solve the Union.. The resolutions also called upon the citizens,,un" 
der a solemn sense of duty to their country, to use all peaceful and 
honorable means to prevent the abolitionists from agitating their 
community,, by publiclectures,. or by forming societies. And as one 
suitable method for the attainmeat of this worthy end, it was rec om-^ 
mended that no house of worship, or public house in the village: 
should, with the consent of the citizens,, be used foE SOch purposes. 

The advocacy of these resolutions, and indeed the whole discussion^, 
on the side of peace and quiet, was conducted with a zeal befitting;' 
the occasion, chiefly by several distinguished legal gentlemeQ of the 
place. On the second evening of the discussion,; a genttemaa of the- 
pacific party, finding the baitle already goipg bard against them, 
moved an adjournment wi(Aou« effli|^, and that before a single resolu- 
tion proposed by themselves had been acted upon by the meetings 
The people however, notwithstanding the hazard to the peace and 
quiet of the village, voted down the proposition, and decided tJiat the 
discussion should proceed. 

On the third evening, the resolution admitting slavery to be an evil 
in the abstract was rejected, and anotherj affirming the fuodaroental^ 
principle of abolitionism, viz. that American slavery is a sin, and, like 
all other sins, should b© immediately repented of and abandoQe4» 
was carried in its stead, without a show of opposition.. 
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On the fourih evening, the discussion proceeded upon a resolution, 
offered by tha pacific party, affirming it to bs morally and I'eligiously 
wrong, to agitate or discuss the question of slavery in the non-slave- 
holding States. After discussion the resolution was rejected by almost 
the entire mass of the meeting. 

Sick of pacification, the movera of the meeting again made an 
effort-to'adjourn without day. But the people, nowr deeply interested 
to see the question "sifted to the bottom,** refused the proposition, 
and again adjourned the meeting to the next evening. 

On the fifth evening, the opposers of agitation camo prepr.red to 
rnaiutaln the quiet of the village at every hazard. And accordingly 
mustered all their forces, not excepting certain *'lewd fellows of the 
baser sort " drummed out for the occasion. 

A resolutron conceding much of the ground already attempted to 
be maintained, but still deprecating in strong terms all agitation of 
the subject of slavery in the free States, was now presented by a mem- 
ber of the pacific party as a peace offering. After some debate, during 
which no small excitement was apparent, the question was deman- 
ded. All attempts on the part of Mr. Codding to speak, were howled 
down; and the question being now tal{en,the resolution was, on count, 
found to be rejected by a large majority. A motion was then made 
to adjourn, but before it could be put, the pacific, anti-agitatiom party- 
rushed out of the house in the greatest disorder. 

Mr. Codding being thus left in undisputed and quiet possession of 
the field, eoncluded his lectures on the two following evenings. 

We have entered somewhat into detail here, as the case furnishes 
one of tho rnost remarkable instancesof an entire revolution, wrought 
in the public sentiment of a community, by a thorough discussiou of 
our principles, that the history of the A. S. enterprise has yet fur- 
nished. The enemies of the cause entjred the conflict, with every 
advantage. Strong in talent, in numbers, in influence — the great 
mass pf the people already prejudiced in their favor, — they naturally 
expected a cheap and easy victory. But jthey fought against tho 
truth, and therefore failed. Defeated at every point in the argument, 
foiled in their attempts to cover their retreat, by an adjournment of the 
meeting without any action upon the topics, for which it had been 
convened, they retired in totdl discomfiture from a contest, in which 
victory itself would have been to them a more burning, lasting dis- 
grace, than the signal defeat they experienced. We need not add 
that this decisive victory for the cause of the alave, at the very head 
ttnd focus of opposition to it, has exerted a most salutary influence 
throughout the county. 
We can barely allude to another attempt to arrest the progress of 
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free inquiry on the subject of si ii very. Having given a successful' 
course of lectures in Topsliam, Mr, Codding hud nearly completed a 
similar course in Brunswick, when a hand-bill appeared at the corners' 
of the streets, inviting the citizens of both villages to asserablo in the 
evening, for the purpose of taking into consideration the measures 
now pursued by the abolitionists. A meeting was convened in ac- 
cordance with this notice. When the circurastancea not being found 
favorable to the consideriation proposed, it was moved by a friend to 
the cause of the slavojand cordially seconded by the opposite party, to 
adjourn to another evening and to a more convenient place. 

At the opening of ihe adjourned meeting, several resolutions were 
introduced by the opposers of abolition, declaring, in substance, any 
?ittempt on the part of the citizens of the North to interfere with 
slavery at the South, to be unjust, inexpedient, and an unwarrantable 
encroachment on the rights of the citizens of the South, sacredly 
guaranteed to them by the constitution; and deprecating all eflforts to 
agitate the question of slaveiy in the town of Brunswick or vicinity. 
A gentleman who had commenced speaking in opposition to the rcBO- 
lutions, was immediately interrupted by the party, who had called the 
meeting to take into consideratioji the measures of tne abo}itioui8fa,and 
the Previous Q,uestion was vociferously de-iiandedi As great efiorts 
had been made to assemble all that portion of the citizens, who could 
vote as intelligently before as after consideration, the call for tlie Pre- 
vious Question was sustained, and the resolutions were carried. 

Thus, in humble imitation of the Congressional mode of procedure, 
they silenced, for the moment, the voice of free investigation, by the 
rude and arbitrary application of the gag. A measure of which they 
were afterwards heartily ashamed. On a subsequent evening, & 
large and respectable meeting of the citizens of the two villages was 
assembled, by which, after an aninriated discussion of the proceedinga 
of. the previous meeting, strong resolutions were passed, affirming the 
right of the citizens peaceably to assemble and discuss all subjects, in 
which they feel an interest, — ^slavery among the rest. The influence 
of these proceedings, as might, naturally be expected, served only to 
give a new impulse to the cause of the slave, and to demonstrate the 
utter folly of attempting to arrest its onward course, by any effort to 
stifle inquiry, to chain free thought. 

The cause of this violent, though senseless opposition to the agita- 
tion of the question of slavery in the towns on our seaboard, is easily 
perceived. Something of it may be due to the spirit of political 
partizanship; but it is chiefly to be attributed, to our extensive cora-f 
mercial relations with the Southern Stntes, which naturally induces 
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the desire, on tho part of our citizens, to ho on good tonus with tlio 
SouUi. Not indeed that tiioy love liberty less, but trade more. 

In this connection, we are happy to state, that in the interior 
Covfns, where the demoralizing influence of the Southern trade is less 
felt, the people in general, lend a ready ear to the advocate for the 
enslaved; and join the cause, aa soon as it is fairly laid before them. 

Measures to be pursued. 

We cannot close this report, without inviting special attention to 
a few of the measures, which it is vitally important should be prose- 
cuted with nevv vigor. 

Durirag the year the Committee have been most seriously embar- 
rassed, and the cause has suffered beyond measure, for the want of 
fonds, which might with little effort have been furnished. Instances 
are not rare, of a very generoub remembrance of the cause of the 
slave by way of pecuniary contributions. As r, general fact, how- 
ever, abolitionists have, in this particular, fallen far fihort of duty. 
There are doubtless hundreds of professed abolitionists in the State, 
who have not, during the year, contributed a farthing to sustain oui' 
ep«ra£ioaSk The exigencies of the cause detnand that every one who 
takes upon hkn the name of abolitionism, should, as matter of con- 
science, contribute liberally, and at stated periods, for its promotion. 
The plan- of Quarterly subscriptions, successfully adopted in several 
Sowns, is most earnestly urged upon all. By this means funds are 
collected at very little or no expense^ and the Committee hlave cer- 
tain resources, upon which they can safely rely, for the promotion of 
the objects committed to their care. 

The general establishment of Anti-Slavery libraries, is another 
measure essentially connected with the successful prosecution of our 
great'enterprise. 

By means of public lectures, the attention may be effectually 
aroused, and multitudes, for the time, become intelligently con- 
vinced of the truth of our doctrines, and the ifcxpediency of our meas- 
ures. Impressions, however, produced merely by the public lecturer, 
rapidly fade from the mind, and converts thus made soon relapse into 
their former indifference, and remain but abolitionists in name. 
They areready to fiee at every breath of opposition, or, in any effort 
to conflict with the enemy, are but soldi^s in the battle without their 
weapons. To be well grounded iu the faith, the individual must 
investigate and think for himself. The rich materials for these 
objects, are funiisbed in abundance by the standard publications of 
th» parent socioty^ to which every abolitionist shottld have access. 
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Thedo jjubiicationa are nho of ituaiense importaucc by way ot" 
A'eference, iu all <liscn.ssio»3 in LyceuiuSj iinil otiiei* public do- 
biites on the tiabject of shivery. Tboir g.eriei'al cii'ciikitioji isjoro-' 
ever, ciuinot fail to widen and deepen tlie interest felt in the Anti- 
Slavery cause, and raise tip for it a host of thinking, iutelligent 
friendji. Indeed, let nu Aiiti Slavery Library bo established in every 
village in the State, and put in active operation, and our work id 
more than half done. In this connection we would strongly urgfo 
upon every abolitionist, who means to keep within sight of the cause, 
the importance of taking and paying ibr an A. S. paper. There aro 
towns in the State, in which large A. S. Societies have been formed, 
where an Anti-Slavery Newspaper of any description, can with diffi- 
culty be fountL It is needless to remark, that such abolitionism 
must, of necessity, soon die of absolute starvation. 

The action of Congress in reference to our petitions, has imposed 
upon u£i the most solemn obligation to prosecute the great duty of 
petitioning with increased vigor. To this we are now called, not mere- 
ly by its relation to the cause of the slave, but also by a sacred regard 
to our own inalienable rights. Jn every point of view, the subject of 
petitioningisof vast importance. The effort to circulate petitions 
has served, in a high degree, to reveal the actual state of opinion oa 
the subject of slavery; to show the fearful inroads it has already- 
made upon the spirit of liberty at the North, the inseesibility of the 
public heart and conscience to the enormous wickedness of the sys- 
tem, and the consequent importance of the most vigorous measures 
to arouse the attention of the community,to their duties and responsi- 
bilities in respect to it. Upon the petitioners themselves, the effect 
of petitioning is most salutary. It awakens thought, creates an inter- 
est in the cause of the slave, mid, in most cases, where our doctrines 
have not yet been received, is the first step toward a hearty co-oper- 
ation with us, in all our efforts for the emancipation of the enslaved- 

Petitioning has been rightly siyled the great engine of reform- The 
discussions in our State Legislalures,aad the favorable actiaa of sever- 
al of them on the subject of slavery, have been the result of petitioning. 
To tliis instrumentality we are indebted for the noble speech of Wm. 
Slade, the efforts of Adama, and the heavy blows dealt at the system by 
Morr!3,in the halls of Congress. It is our petitions more than any oth- 
61 cauee, that have electrified the country, and filled the land with the 
agitation of the prohibited question, from Maine to Louisiana, from 
the Atlantic to the Rocky Mountains. Another Congress, it is be- 
tievod, will hardly venture upon the pitiful expedient of the presenf^ 
to arrasithe strong current of sympathy for the enslaved, becoming 
more and more manifest by the iiicreasing number of Anti-elavery 
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petitions. Bo ihis as it may, whether Congress hears or rejects our 
j>rayor3, every petition knocks a rivet from the chain of the tilave. 

The proceedings of Oongress, during the present session, have 
.served to attach now importance to petitions for the acknowledge- 
iasnl of Haytiua independence. 

The course of our Government toward this Republic, has been 
disgmcefid in the extreme. Our hearts leaped to meet the heart of 
the Pole, v/hen ho struck for freedom. — We lent a helping hand to 
;tbo Greek ia his effort to throw off the despotism, that had crushed 
him for ages. We cheered on the South American Provinces, in 
their blpodj cpnflict tc break the yoke of their haughty oppressors. 
But the Haytian— Oh, he is guilty of a skin not colored like our own 
•—our feet are upon the necks of three millions of his i*ace; and our 
minds are therefore filled with horror that he should dream of liberty 
;aad iudependence. 

Willi indecent hnste, we gave the right hand of fellowship to the 
,off-scouring of Creation, the scum of the earth, the refugees from our 
penitentiaries and gallows, the degraded massof Anglo-saxon villains, 
th&t in the sacred name of liberty wrested Texas from Mexico, to 
re-establish slavery there, which Mexico had abolished. But the 
Hsytians — Most of thenj were once slaves, suffering under a yoke 
more intolerabla than Pole, or Greek, or South American ever imag- 
ined. And they have impudently taught the incendiary doctrine 
that slaves may bscome freemen,— that colored men have hearts to 
feel the inspirations of liberty, and bands to assert their rights, — that 
thoy can exist and prosper, under a free government established by 
themselves; and therefore, though the comm(>rcial interests of the 
North loudly demand that we should acknowledge her independence, 
and the aniform practice of the General Government, in all other 
.caseSj requires it, and no nation on earth has refused but ourselves, — ■ 
wa turn up our republican noses at Hayti, and refuse to recognise 
her among the nations. 

We may violate our treaty, stipulations with Mexico, invade her 
territory, permit our citizens to rob her of Texas, for the direct pro- 
tection qf slavery. But an act of common ^aatice to Hayti we must 
not perform, lest forsooth, the additional respect which might thus 
be attached tp the colored race, should inditectly tend to loosen the 
bonds of the slave — a proof which may be seen and read of all men, 
of the entire subjection of our Government to the slaveholding 
interest. 

Jt is due to the slave, that we sever^ at once, this link of his chain; 
that we give to his Icause all the benefit which may accrue from a free, 
unrestricted commercial intercourse with Hayti. Jt isdue to ourselves, 
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to spare no effort to prevent the povver3 of Congress from being lon- 
ger perverted to the support of a systemj which ia at once our eyrse 
and our reproach. 

The matchless resolution of Mr. Atherton, failed to reach the pC" 
titions for tho I'ecognition of Haytian independence. This year, 
they are referred to the Commiuee on Foreign Relations, to be re^ 
spectfully laid up in . "monumental security." They will see the 
light at the next session of Congress, if abolitionisis are faithful to 
their high trust. 

As connected with this subject, we would urge the importance of 
an mcreased attention to-the intellectual pad moral elevation of the 
free people of color amo'.}g as. While the condition of the colored 
man in the free States is, irrespective of the blessings of liberty, im- 
measurably above that of his enslaved brother ut the South, yet, ia 
all these states, he labors under depressing circumstances, which no 
pains should be spared to remove. In Ohio, while the colored mati 
is required by law to contribute his full share to the expense of public 
education, his own children are excluded from the privileges of the 
common schools. The ignorant emigrant from the Emerald Isle, 
may, almost on the first day of his importation, go to the polls ia 
New York, while the intelligent, native-born colored American, is 
excluded by a property qualification, required of no other claps of 
citizens. And during the year past, the disgraceful spectacle has been 
witnessed of the disfranchisement of 40,000 colored citizens of the 
State of William Penn, by a Convention, assembled for the purpose 
of revising and amending its constitution. 

We are happy to state, that the colored mpn labors under none of 
these .disabilities in Maine. So far as our Constitution and laws are 
concerned, he is placed upon a perfect equality with other citizens. 
Would ihat we could also say, that he is not here subject to the 
withering, heart-crushing influence of the prejudice against color, 
so universally prevaleni; in the free States. The effect of this preju- 
dice upon the character and prospects of the colored race at the 
North, has served more than any other cause, to quiet the conscienee 
of the slaveholder, and stifle the promptings of humanity iti his- 
bosom, by confirming him in the wicked assumption, that the colored 
man was born to be a slave, and that liberty to him is not a blessing. 

It is our duty as abolitionists to take this plea from the month of 
the oppressor, — to remove this flattering unction from bia soul. We 
labor directly for the attainment of this object, by all well direct«;d 
efforts to seeure to the people of color the advantages. of a good edu- 
cation — by aiding them to occupy the higher and more honorable 
employmsntsj and, on all suitable occasionsj by taking o«r place bj- 
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their side, not ashamed of thft complexion that God has given them. 
From oui* own hearts, at least, the unsvorthy, unholy spirit of caste 
must be extirpated, before we can plead with iho South, to take the 
yoke from the neck and knoclc the chains from the hands of our 
brother, with a power that shaM prevail. 

After ihe remarks already made, we need not urge the importance 
ol the right use of the elective franchise, in promoting the cause ot 
the slave. 

No occurrence in the history of the Anti-Slavery enterprise, has 
produced a deeper sensation, or sent more consternation into the 
ranks of our enemies, than the determination recently evinced by 
abolitionists, to carry their principles to the polls. Our political 
men generally, will pay but little attention to all that we may do or 
gay on the subject of slaveiy, so long as,' without respect to its bear- 
ing upon the cause of the slave, we vote, on the day of election, the 
whole Whig or the whole Van Buren ticket. Our llepresentatives 
in Congress will respectfully present our petitions and pile them up 
for Uij, until the speaker's table groans beneath the burden; and there 
leave them, without reference or debate or further action upon 
them to the end of titne, if we give them no intimation, through the 
ballot box, that we are in earnest in our prayers. This determina- 
tion, however, to vote for no man who will not vote for the slave, 
ia giving a new aspect to the Anti-Slavery enterprise, it is leading 
our politicians to feel, iu the way in which they are most effectually 
taught to feel, that the movement cannot much longer be either slight- 
ed or disregarded. The slaveholding members of Congress would 
doubtless consent, as a compromise, to refer our petitions, and give 
them a decent burial, under the auspices of the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, if they could be assured that the matter shall 
rest there. Bat this determination to send men to ; Congress, who 
shall truly represent our sentiments on the suuj^^{^t^f $l<ivery, who will 
vote for liberty, notwithstanding southern menace ar.^ rage, has al- 
ready produced in their minds no small alarm for the js'alety of th6 
cherished institution, and. in the language of Mr. Pickens, has made 
the slave-holding power feel that its "situation is critical.^ 

Politicians throughout the land, as well as the friends of the slave, 
are novv looking with intense interest,upon the canvass for a member to 
Congress in the fourth District in Massachusetts. The candidates in 
regularnomination, having leclined or tailed to answer satisfactorily 
the questions propounded them, the friends of the slave have scat- 
tered their votes, and in three suceessive trials defeated an election. 
The spectacle of somb seven hundred voters, about equally divided 
Ijetween the two leading political parties, thus breaking their' party 
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ranlvs at tlio call of humanity, is altogether new in the bistorj' of 
politics, and may well command our highest admiration. Should 
this noble band^per«evere in the course which they have so honora- 
bly, aM(i thus far successfully pursued, they will render a service to 
tlie cause and the country, which cannot easily be appreciated. 
They will rejnove, in no small degree, the rebuke under which we are 
suffering, on account of the inaonsigtency of abolitionists elsewhere. 
They will show that there is a strength of principlr in our ranks, of 
which politicians have not yet dreamed. They wdl render it still 
more certain, that to accomplish all that we aim at by political action, 
nothing is wanting but union and firmness in preferring the cause of 
the slave to every other interest.* 

Memoir of Love joy — AccotJNT of the Alton Riots. 

We were called at ottr last anniversary, to shed our tearg over the 
grave of the departed Lovejoy. As citizens of his native State,- as 
co-laborers with him in the great cause of human rights,, we can but 
feel a deep interest in all that relates to him. During iho year, A 
memoir of his life has been published, by one possessed of ample ma- 
terials to do justice to bis exalied worth. It is a noble monument to 
the genius, piety, philanthropy and indomitable moral courage 
of our departed brother. An extended account of the Alton riots, a "" 
work of thrilling interest, has also recently appeared from the pen of 
President Edward Beecher. We cannot but express the desire, that 
these publications may be extensively circulated iu the State. The 
influence would be most salutary in rekindling the expiring flame of 
liberty, — in impressing anew those great principles of civil and re-- 
ligious freedom^ which our fathers labored to establish, and for the 
maintamance of which they freely laid down their lives. 

In these works, especially in the latter, the course of Lovejoy iA 
the last mournful scene at Alton, is successfully vindicated, in tfe» 
estimation of all, who belive that humau Governments are rightfully 
clothed with power to protect, in any case, the rights of their subjects, 
by a resort to physical force. In tliese publicatious the fact is fully 

* At the last trial, one of the obnoxious candidates, notwithstand- 
ing the large number of scattering votes, came within a few votes of 
being elected. It is not improbable therefore that the friends of the 
slave, may ultimately fail in preventing a choice. Should this he the 
case, the moral effect of the example will not be the less salutary. 

However party pride, or the hope of success, may keep the existing 
candidates beforethe District, individuals will not be likely agaiu to 
be put in nomination, for whom abolitionists may not vote in consis-- 
lency with their principles; 
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estaTblished, that so far from having been rash or imprudent, or head- 
strong, aa he has sometimes heen represented, Lovejoy was through- 
out the whole of this momentous crisis, calm, deliberate, prayerfui, — 
ready to .sacrifice every thing for the sake of peace, but the great fun- 
damental right — dearer than life itself—the right freely to inveattgate, 
ED utter and obey the truth. 

The contest at Alton was for the maintenance of this right, against 
th^ demands of slavery to enchain the conscience, and padlock tho 
Hps of the fi-ee. Through the divisions, prejudices and pusillanimity 
of those who ought lo have been to him, when this sacred right was 
assailed in his person, a tower of defence— the minions of despotism 
prevailed,— and LOVEJOY fell. 

Alton the bloody city, still sits in the dust, her sin unexpiated, her" 
character unredeemed. As if to- complete her degradation, as if no 
item might be wanting to insure her lasting infamy, a grand jury of 
her citizens indicted the defenders of the press, for resisting the at- 
tempt by the mob to destroy it. And the leaders of this mob, when 
brought into court and clearly identified, were acquitted'. 

But though Alton still cowers under the lash of the slaveholder, — 
thougb men hold their rights there, only at the sufferance of slavery — 
the spirit of liberty is not extinct in the State, The tried friends and 
coadjutors of Lovejoy still live, — strong in conscious integrity, un- 
bending i>i their purpose to maintain the cause, for the advocacy of 
which his lips are now closed in death. The first Auniversary of 
the Illinois Aoti -Slavery Society has recently be«u held, under cir- 
cumstances the most encouraging. It was a solemn and affecting 
season. "He who called the first meeting to order, was not there; 
but his spirit presided." In the unwavering conviction of the right- 
eousness of the cause in which they are embarked, evinced by this 
meeting,-^ the spi^-it of prayer, and bumble sense of dependence 
upon God for a blessing upon the measures adopted for its promotion 
which prevailed, we see the certain indications of its speedy triumph 
in the State. 

Let _the friends of eternal slavery, tread lightly upon the ashes 
of Lovejoy. There is a voice from his grave, that is awaking this 
whole nation from its lethargic slumbers, and arousing it to the death- 
struggle with its deadliestsin. , Every drop of the blood shed at Alton, 
is in thunder tones calling upon all, in whose bosoms the love of 
liberty still lives, to haste to the rescue. And they come, a host with- 
out number,— to rerossert the precious rights which have been cloven 
dowa; tc re-establish those mighty engines— free speech and a free 
press— before which despotism has ever quailed, and which slavery 
has no power to withstand. 
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We cannot omit to remark, that the individuals, whose political 
aiipirations Ifed them to throw their ir.Ouence into the wrong scale, in 
the proceedings at Alton, have all been defeated in their hopes. Th^ 
notorious Lynder, the instigator and coimcil of the mob, is now iri 
prison awaiting his tfial for a murderous attack upon another citizen 
of Alton. And several of his compeers iii guilt afe/for vari'otiB offen- 
ces, shut lip in the public penitentiaries: 

We may not here speak in terms we would wish, of our depa'rujil 
brother. VVhile his bitter persecutors, and fill who conss'med.to his 
death are forgottefl, or are recollected only in thd infamy attached to 
them, in their relation to this deed of blood — LOVE JOT will be held 
in everlasting honor. His memory will never perish, his fame will 
never die. In the estimation of all future generations, he will be 
regarded as one of freedom's noblest, firmest advocates — And unborn 
millions, fov whoso deliverance from the iron bondage of Amerieatf 
slavery he fell a sacrifice, will love and revere liis namS.' 

Conclusion. . . , . . 

In the great controversy in which we are engaged, we may not be 
called to seal ous testimony with our blood. Yet whoever supposes it 
will be brought to a successful terminatioii, without much of pergonal 
sacrifice on the part of abolitionists, has but feebly apifrehetided' tti'ii 
magnitude of the evil, we are seeking to remove.' , , 

While for the fifty years previous to the present Anti-Sfevery 
movement, we have been dreaming that slavery was waxing old and . 
' going to decay, it has been covertly l,englhening its cords and strength- 
ening its stakes continually. It has now spread itself over elevetf 
States of the Union, has twenty eight Represetitatives in Congregg, 
and has strongly intrenched itself m the cofaimercial, political and 
religious interests of thfe country. W^hoe'^'er, therefore, expects its 
removal without a thorough 'agitaliioh of the great mass of society —a 
thorough waking up of all the selfish and rijalignant passions enlisted 
in its support, has given to the subject but a very superficial attention. 

So long as we looked upon Slavery merely as an evil, to be termi- 
nated by some exceedingly slow and gradual process, and expended 
our sympathies tipoh the unfortunate slaveholder, rather than upoa 
bis oppressed' victini, our course excited no opposition. The dis- 
covery and application of the doctrine of the inherent sinfulness of 
slavery in all circumstances, has revealed the real feelings and 
intentions of the slaveholder, and arrayed against us the whole ^ 
• tremendous power of this bloody 'system. 

The effort to sustain slavery is the same, at the North and at the 
South It is an effort to shut out light, to silence reason— to stifle 
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conscieucoj to quench the living fii-o of sympathy in the human soul. 
It is an effort to stay the onward march of lik.erty, to arrest tho pro- 
gross of civilization, to frustrate the plans and purposes of Jehovah 
for the intellectual and moral elevation of tho whole great family of 
inan< 

In such a contest, who can doubt which way tho victory will turn ? 
Whatever advantages the slaveholding power may occasionally gain, 
its destruction is sure- The days of slavery with its chains, its whips, 
its tears of blood, are numbered. To hasten its downfall, is v/orthy 
our highest efforts as men, as patriots, as christians. Let us then 
consecrate ourselves anew to this great work. Let the cry of the 
perishing captive, the groans of three millions of our countrymen in 
chains, the sufienng cause of religion and humanity, the judgmonts 
of Heaven upon our guilty nation, which even now do not linger, — 
urge us on. Strong in tho strength of Him, who came into the 
world to bind up the broi:en heart, to proclaim liberty to the captives 
and to break every yoke, let us press forward in the great conflict 
before us. — ^And soon ohall victory bo written upon our banner, and 
tho slave leap from his chains to call us BLESSED.. 



PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

MAINE ANTI«SLAVERY SOCIETY, 

AT ITS 

Fourth Annual Meeting; 
IIEXB IN AUGUSTA, FEBRUARY 7m. &. Sth, 1830. 

THURSDAY MORNING, February 7th. 

The Maine Anti-Slavery Society met agreeably to notice, at 
the Baptist meeting house in Augusta, at 10 o'clock A. M. 

The meeting was called to order by the President, Hon. S. M, 
Pond of Bucksport.— The Throne of Grace was addressed by 
Rev. G. F. Cox of Portland. 

Mr. Charles L. Remond was chosen assistant Secretary. 

On motion, it was voted that a Committee of nine be chosen, 
to bring forward business for the meeting. 

Ichabod Codding, Rev. David Thurston, Rev. S. L. Pomror, 
Samuel Fessenden Esq. Rev. S. Lovell, Rev. S. Thurston, 
Rev. J. C. Lovejoy, Rev. D. B. Randall^ Rev. T. O, Lincoln, 
were chosen. 

A Committee of two were appointed, to take a list of the 
delegates, and friends of the cause present. 

On motion it was voted that all the friends of immediate 
emancipation who may be present, whether they have been for- 
mally appointed delegates or not, be invited to sit and take 
part with us in our exercises. 

On motion of Mr. Pomroy, it was voted that we now hear 
the report of the Executive Committee. 

The Annual Report was then read by Prof. W. Smyth, the 
Corresponding Secretary, and, on motion of Gen. Appleton, 
was accepted, and laid on the table for further action. 

The following gentlemen were chosen a Committee, to nom- 
inate officers for the Society for the ensuing year. — Rev. Ste- 
phen Thurston of Prospect, Wm. A. Crocker of Machias, N. 



Winalow of Poctlaiulj Augustus Alden of Hallovvell, Rev. W. 
Parker of Bremen, N. Swazey of Bathj and Jacob Abbot of 
Farmington. 

Voted to adjourn to 2 o^'clock P. M. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON.^ 

Meeting called to order by the President. Praypr by Rev. 
T. N, LordofTopsham. 

The Committee of Arrangements reported the following res- 
olution, which after discussion was adopted. 

Resotvedt Thus while ii is not true, that the Anti-Sluvery move- 
ments in' tha fv&e Slates, have retarded discussion on the siibjcct of 
Slavery in the South, still if it were true, it would be no reason why 
•Dur efforta should cease, unless it can bo made to appear that our 
principles are false. ' . " 

Mr. Reraond presented the two following resolutions, 

Mesolved, That the existinf; prejudice against people of color, so 
peculiar to this nation of professed republicans, is the result. of a vitia- 
ted education, aiid is emiiiently calculated to keep the unfortunate 
^bjectsof it ignorant, degraded, and vicious; and whether enteriain- 
ed by the Christian, Statesman, Merchant, or Mechanic, ill comports 
with the chafacter of either. 

• ResoTved," Thai those laws of the Southern States which counte- 
^aticethe seizure, imprisonment, detention, and selling into hopeless 
bondage of persons ot color, guiltless of criuje, upon the presumption, 
founded only on the color of their skin, that they are slaves, is a fla- 
grant violation of the Constitution, and at open war with the Ameri- 
can bili of rights; and as such deserves the execration of evx-ry lover 
of his country and its free institutions. 

Adjourned to 6 1-2 o'clock P. M. 

TfJURSDAY EVENING. 

Meeting called to ordier by the Preaident. Prayer by Rgv. 
Mr. Waterman of Leeds. 

On motion, voted to choose ?i committee of eight to report on 
the subject of tho Advocate of Freedom; when Messrs. Cald- 
weU of Wiscasset, Smyth of Brunswick, Bowen of Bioonifield, 
$hepard of Bangor, Tjiurston of Prospect, Lovejpy of OJdtown, 
and Perley of Bridgton, were chosen. 

The resolu^bns pflfered by Mr. Remopd, were furt^her discuss- 
ed and passed — ^Whpn, the hotir of 8 o'clock having arrived, 
Mr. St. Cla^ir, agreeably to appointment, delivered an address, 
on t^he subject of the connection between our principles and 
measures. 

Adjourned to 9 o'clock to-rnorrow morning. 
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FRIDAY MORNING. 

•The Society met according to adjournment. Prayer by Rev, 
Mr. Parker of Brewer. 

Mr. Thurston of Prospect offered the following amendment 
to the third article in the Constitution, so that instead of "by 
moral and religious means and no other" to read, by means, 
such as law, philanthropy, and Religion can sanction—which 
was accepted. 

The Committee of nomination reported the following list of 
officers for the ensuing year; the report was accepjted and the 
gentleman severally chosen. 

Hon. Samuel M. Pond, President. 

William Smyth. Corrcspojiding Secretary. 

St33PHen Sewall, Esq. Recording Secretary. 

Elihu Robinson, Treasurer. 

A. D. Rice, Auditor. 

Vice Presidents. 
Rev. Ezekiel Robipson, Samuel Fessenden, Esq., Fr^nr 
cis Hamlin, B. Tappan, D. D., Rev. D. B. Randall, Seth Per- 
kins, Rev. S. Thurston, John Godfrey, Esq., Rev. James Gil- 
patrick, W. A. Crocker, Esq. Rev. Samuel Hutchins, Rev. 
David Shepard. 

Executive Committee. 
Rev. D. Thurston, Winthrop. 

J. C. LovEJoy, Old Town. 
Edward Southwick, Augusta. 
Elihu Robinson, " 
S. K. GiLMAN, Hallowell. 
Gen. James Appleton, Portland. 

Mr. Remond offered the following, being the substance of a 
resolution passed by the Indiana State Conveatpq, vrhich was 
adopted* 

Resolved, That we believe with Washington, that "some plan 
ought to be'adopied by which slavery in this country inay be abolish- 
ed by law;'' with Jefierson <Hhat the Almighty has no attribute which 
can take part with the slaveholder in such contestj' 'with Lafayette that 
"it is indeed mortifying to see in this landcf" free institutions a large 
portion of the people slaves to the rest, and that slavery is a dark 
spot on the face of the nation;'^ with Bolivar, that "slavery is an in- 
fringement on all law;" with Wm. Pitt, that "slavery is in mass a 
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eystciii of ojiorsnitses which iiicontroveitiI)ly bid ticnaiicc to cvovy 
regiiltition that iiijfenuity mu devisor or power cftbct, hut latal uhoii- 
|{cm;" with John Wesley, that "rncn-stoaJcrs and mcii-buycrs aro the 
worst of thiovos and that it ia impossible that any child of man should 
over be born a slave;" with Jonathan Edv/ards that "to hold a man 
in a state of shwery is to be every day and hour guilty of robbing him 
of his liberty, or of nian-stoalingj" with Wilberforco "that thia sys- 
tem ia the full measure of pure, unmixed, unsophisticated wicked- 
ness and stands without a rival;" with Henry Brougham that "it is a 
wild and guilty phantasy that man can hold property in man;" with 
Rowland Hill that "slavery is made up of every crime which cruelty, 
treachery ,and we may add avarice can invent;" with Abbe Ray nal that 
he "who supports the system of slavery is the enemy of the human 
race;" with Henry Clay that "it is a curae to the master, a wrong, a 
grievous wrortjg to the Slave;" with John Jay that "we hope the time 
may soos come, when all oar inhabitants of every color and denom- 
ination shall be free and equal partakers of our liberty;'- and that in 
view of all these considerations therefore it ought to bo .umiediately 
abandoned. 

On motion of Rev. G. F. Cox, of Portland, 

Mtached, That this Body respectfully request the American Anti- 
Slavery Society to select _a Committee of twenty five, more or less, 
from the several free States, of whom, if it be their pleasure, Hon, 
J. G. Birney shall b© chairman, to meet in N. York or Philadelphia. 

as the chairman shall direct on the — — — day of to consult 

^ith ths same number of Gentlemen from the slave holding States, 
selected by him or the South, or who shall have been invited by said 
chairman-T^jn the great question of the UKiviaiiSAi. Emancipation 
of the Slaves in America; and to report the result of their delibera- 
tions through the press ; and, if a favorable result be obtained, to 
proffer to ihem the aid of the friends of Emancipation in the North. — 

The pommittee of arrangements reported the following reso- 

iutioDS, ^hich were adopted. 

Resolved, That the great reason why this society has not been 
more efficient, has been the want of a more perfect organization. 

Resolved, That the interest of the Anti-Slavery cause in this State, 
' imperatively demands that Anti-Slavery depositories bo established 
at Portland, Augusta and Bangor. 

Resolmd, That this Society will take measures to procure a library 
agent, whose duty it shall be to establish, if possible, an Auti-{Slavsry 
library in every town, village and district in the Stale. 

Rtaolvtd, That this Society feels itself under hij.;h obligation to ren- 
der to the American A. S. Society all the pecuniary aid within its 
power, after meeting the absolute demands of the cause in this State. 

After tije passage of the last resolution, a committee was 

chosen to request all the friends of the slaves present, to aid 

the Society, by paying one dollar or more, in carrying forward 

its benevolent designs; at which time^ about two hundred dollars 

were obtained. 



m. i J )A V AFTER N ( )( ) !M\ 
The PicMulont isithc chui'.'. — I'raycr by Kuv. S. 'J'hut,stosi. 
The Coimaiticc on tho papoi' lopovtcd mi IbHow.j, a!l ofuhicfii 
was acce}s(,cd. 

Your' Coiutnittec are deeply Bonsiblo of the iinj)oi f,ant act vicfr 
done to our cause, by ihc publication of the Advocate of Fico - 
doni, and know of no one measure of greater promise ilum its 
general circulation; We beg leave to submit the following reso- 
lutions. 

Mesolved, 1. That we entertain a high and grntcfursensc of'iiie ser- 
vice done to the 'lauso of humanity, by the publication of tho Advo- 
cate of Freedom, and would hero record our hearty thanks to the 
Executive Committee, both for its establishment, and tho ubiiTtnanncr 
in which it has been conducted. 

liesohed, 2, That in our opinion^ abolition principles and measures 
can in no way be sosuccessfuily and extensively promulgated, at the 
Bame expense, as by a thorough inun>iation of the public with the Ad- 
vocate of Freedom; %ve therefore hereby pledge ourselves to do all we 
can consistently to effect this desirable object. 

Resolved, 3. Tjhattho interests of the cause in this State, require that 
tho Advocate of Freedom should be published weekly, and of such 
size that it may be furnished to subscriberg at one dollar u year. 

The report of the Corresponding Secretary was taken up for 
further action, when it was voted, that it be placed in the handst 
of the Executive Committee for publication, 

Mr. Codding presented the following resolutions, which, aAer 
an animated discussion, were adopted. 

Resohzd, 1. That at each successive deveiopement of the spirit and 
movements of the ColonizatioR scheme, we are only re-assured that is 
originated in prejudice againat the colored man; and that in its entire 
action upon him, it cuts the sinews of effort, kills hope and "sinks in 
death damps the upward aspirations of the soul,'-'' 

Resolved) 2. That the idea of putting a stop to the Slave trade and 
evangelizing Africa, by the estabrishment of colonies made up of our 
free colored people and emancipated slaves, is one of the most stu- 
pendous deceptions that war ever palmed off upon a credulous 
people. 

Resolved, 3. That in the late passage of Atherton^s resolutions, we 
are furnished with another feartu! illustration of slaveholding arro- 
gance and rapacity, but not more than of the pisiful s«rvility of 
Northern Representatives, in thus aiding the South to lay on Slave- 
ry's bloody altar the People^s Sacred Righls. 

Resolved, 4. That it is the imperious duty of svary abolitionist, who 
can eonseienliously exercise the elective franchise, to go promptly to 
the polls and deposite his vote in favor of some man, who, if elected, 
will use bis utniosv Constitutional power for the immediate over- 
throw of slavery. 
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MDAY EVENING„ 
Meeting called li> order hy the Prosideat. Prayer by Rev. 
Mr. Hath sway. 

On motion bf Samuel Feas^den Esq. of Portland, the foHow- 
iog preamble and resolutions wevQ adapted. 

Whereas repeated .demands Ilavo been made on two successive 
Governors of tbis State, by tlie Governor of Georgia for the surren- 
der, ns fugitives from justice, of two citizens of this State, on a 
charge of crime,' committed within the State of Georg'ia/ and where- 
as the said Govei'nors of Maine havo refused to surrender said citi- 
zens on sisch demands; and believing as we do^ that this case does 
nol come v/ithin tiro provision of the constitution^ which provide."? for 
the surrender of fugitives from justice; because, beside othet suffi- 
cient reasons, it is most evident that the Governor on whom the de- 
mand is mtidej' is bound to' ascertain the fact, whether the ofienco 
charged he, a crime within ll;e meaning of the constitntian ; forJt is 
ciesr, if admitting ail that is charged to be true, there is no crime, 
the Governor is not at liberty id surrender- and by "criineSj" as in- 
tended by the constitution, are meant such offences as are mcda in se 
and not mala'prohibifa-—3\ich offences as are in the language of Chan- 
cellor Kentj Crimea of great atrocity, and such as are so considered 
by all civsHzed rj'atiohs ; therefore 

Resolved, That the crinje, charged on Philbrook and Kelleran by 
the State of Georgia, and for which they were demanded, is not a 
felony or crime within the meaning oi the Constitution. 

Misolved, further, That our late Governors Dunlap and Kent, ar6 
entitled to the confidence and respect of the community, for their 
firmness in. refusing to surrender said Philbrook and Kelleran to the 
jugtice and tender mercy of Georgia, on the demand of her G6v 
ernors. 

On - tnotioi^ of Mr. May, of Winthrop, 

Resolved, That — — ^dollars be apf>ropriated"from the funds" »Vf this 
Sociejty to purchase 37 volumes of the life ot the Rev, Elijah P. 
Lovejoy, who fell a martyr to , the ircedoni of the Press, and the 
liijerty of speech;- and , that , this Society respectfully present' one 
copy of the-sanoe to each of the States in this Union, and one to our 
natinpal Congress to be deposited in each of thfe State libraries and 
in the nationallibrary/ - ' 

On motion ofMr. St. Clair, of M£Es5aclius6ltS; 
- Resohed, That the recentpubiication of President Waylarid, en- 
titled "The Linaitations of Haman Responsibility,^' which has been 
•xtensivsly circulated and adopted, as a text-book, by the Slave- 
holders of thb South and their friends at the North, so far a? it re- 
lates to Anti-Slaivery action, is. inaccurate in its siateiiientsV eiopbis^ 
tical and deceptive in its reasonings, absurd in M conclii»iohs-and 
totally unvt'orthy of ihe reputation of its distingiiished Atiihor, 

The Committeo appointed to make a roil of the delegates, re- 
ported thd rialnes of two h^indred and scve nty delcgjites and 
friends of the cause present. Th© Society then adjourned. 



